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Summary of Contents. 


Steady Progress in Finland. (Page 610.) 
Although the progress of Finland towards economic 
stability was less rapid last year than in 1923 and 
1922, it nevertheless continued steadily. The foreign 


commerce of the country grows each year in volume in 
spite of the loss of the Russian market. The harvest 


of 1924 was a good one, and the increased shipments 
of timber and wood products gave Finland at the end 
of 1924 a substantial trade balance in her favour. 








Trade Dull in Siam. (Page 613.) 

In his Report on the trade of Siam, as at the close 
of the third quarter of last year, Mr. H. R. Bird, 
Acting British Consul-General at Bangkok, writes 
that expectations of improved trade were not realised. 
The exports of rice were very large, but the market 
for teak was gloomy, and prices lower. There was a 
considerable decline in the imports of cotton yarns and 
textiles from Lancashire. 


Foreign Exchanges in May. (Page 614.) 

Most foreign countries’ currencies moved in favour 
of the pound sterling during the past month. Parity 
with the American dollar was almost attained, and 
French and Belgian francs weakened further, as also 
did Italian lire until near the end of the month. 
Sterling continued firm in Stockholm and Berne, but 
the Buenos Aires dollar recovered from the decline of 
the two previous months. 








United States Tariff Act. (Page 615.) 

Light is thrown upon the rights of interested parties 
of access to facts, reports, etc., submitted to the 
United States Tariff Commission in connection with 
investigations under the ‘‘ flexible tariff’’ provisions 
of the Tariff Act by a decision of the Court of Appeals 
in the District of Columbia. 


Exports from British India during the fiscal year 
ended 3lst March, together with the heavy imports of 
precious metals, prove, in the opinion of H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner at Calcutta, that a latent pur- 
chasing power is still being built up which, sooner or 
later, must be translated into larger purchases of im- 
ported merchandise. 





Direction of French Trade. (Page 620.) 


Returns for the first four months of the year show 
decreased imports from the United Kingdom, Ger- 
many and Italy, and increased takings from Belgium 
and the United States Exports were smaller to 
Germany, Belgium, Switzerland and the United 
States, but larger than in the corresponding period 
of last year to the United Kingdom. 


United States Chemical Exports. (Page 622.) 

An increase of 11 per cent. is shown in the value of 
exports of chemicals from the United States during the 
first quarter of 1925 as compared with the correspond- 
ing period of last year. Naval stores, paints, var- 
nishes, sulphur, explosives and medicinal preparations 
all showed advances. 





Austro-Greek Commercial Convention. (Page 623.) 


A Commercial Convention signed between Austria 
and Greece on 18th April has been brought into opera- 
tion as from 12th May. It provides for most- 
favoured-nation treatment of imports from Greece into 
Austria in return for certain tariff concessions on the 
part of Greece. 





German-Swiss Import Agreement. (Page 623.) 


Reciprocal withdrawal of certain import restric- 
tions from Switzerland into Germany, and vice versa, 
are provided for in an Additional Protocol signed on 


11th May. 
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SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 


GAS MANTLES COMMITTEE. 


The Committee appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade to enquire into and report upon an 
application made by the Incandescent Mantle Manufac- 
turers’ Association for the imposition of a duty upon 
gas mantles will hold a further public sitting for the 
purpose of taking evidence at 10 a.m. to-day, at the 
Board of Trade, Great George Street, London, S.W. |. 








LEATHER AND FABRIC GLOVES COMMITTEE. 

The Committee appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade to enquire into and report upon the 
application for the imposition of a duty upon imported 
leather and fabric gloves and glove fabric will hold their 
next public meeting for the purpose of taking evidence 
on Tuesday, 9th June, and, if necessary, on Wednesday, 
10th June, Thursday, llth June, and Friday, 12th 
June, on each occasion at 10.30 a.m., at the Industria! 
Court, 5, Old Palace Yard, London, S.W. 1. 





COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT. 


We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended 23rd May together 
with comparative figures for the previous week. The 
output for the corresponding week of 1924 was 
2,436,400 tons :— 



































Week ended Week ended 
16th May. 23rd May. 
Districts. it ites 
Wage Wage 
Output. Earners. | Ouipes sell 
Tons. Tons. | 

Northumberland | 235,400 50,000 | 213,200 48,700 

Durham 665,800 | 148,200 | 653,300 | 147,900 

Yorkshire .-- | 930,800 | 189,500 | 901,200 | 189,400 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... | 425,700 | 119,300 | 404,600 | 119,100 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester ...| 653,300 | 133,000 | 572,700 | 132,400 
Stafford, Salop, Wor- 

cester and Warwick! 380,200 92,000 | 368,600 92,000 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire ... 1,010,100 | 216,100 |1,019,300 | 215,500 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* ..-| 102,200} 27,000 | 101,000 | 26,900 

Scotland | 628,400 | 124,400 | 624,100 | 123,800 

Total 5,031,900 |1,099,500 4,858,000 1,095,700 











* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset , 


and Kent. 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 24th May, 
1924, is given below :— 


1924. Tons. 1924. Tons. 
May Slst ............ 5,308,300 December 6th ...... 5,336,300 
ae 5,120,200 December 13th ...... 5,413,400 
June 14th ........ ..+. 3,235,700 December 20th ... 5,560,500 
Jane Bist ............ 5,173,400 December 27th... 3,432,700 
June BBth  ........000. 5,170,000 
PEEL ccntavconucians 4 988,000 1925. 

SCIEN - cdeasesondia 5,002,200 January 2rd ......... 3,920,900 
= eer 4,903,600 January 10th......... 5,200,700 
SEE knscoesocate 4,488,600 January 17th......... 5,408,900 
August 2nd ........ 5,010,300 January 24th......... 5,427,000 
August 9th _......... 5,446,100 February lst ...... 5,434,200 
August 16th ......... 5,193,100 February 7th ...... 5,418,200 
August 23rd ......... 5,279,000 February 14th ...... 5,340,700 
August 30th ......... 5,113,200 February 21st ...... 5,356,900 
September 6th ...... 5,180,400 February 28th ...... 5,270,700 
September 13th...... 4,906,700 March 7th ......... 5,185,700 
September 20th...... 5,134,900 March 14th ......... 5,260,800 
September 27th...... 5,208,300 March 2Zist......... 5,257,900 
October 4th ......... 5,155,300 March 28th ......... 5,261,900 
October 11th......... 5,088,300 Agpetl 4th... ssc... 5,293,300 
October 18th......... 5,146,500 pt ees 4,493,600 
October 25th......... 5,061,100 April 18th ............ 3,273,300 
November Ist ...... 5,042,600 AMET BOER oiccescccsee 5,265,100 
November 8th ...... 5,136,600 ee, a ae 4,948,100 
November 15th ... 5,231,700 _ 2 5,074,100 
November 22nd _ ... 5,309,200 _ aoe. 5,031,900 
November 29th ... 5,303,400 May 23rd ............ 4,858 000 
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EXPLOSIVES IN MINES RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE: APPOINTMENT 

Colonel G. R. Lane Fox, M.P., Secretary for Mines, 
announces that he has appointed Professor Jocelyn F. 
Thorpe, C.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., to be an additional 
member of the Explosives in Mines Research Committee 
appointed to carry out, under the general direction of 
the Safety in Mines Research Board, research into the 
causes Of, and the means of preventing, the ignition of 
firedamp and coal dust by the firing of permitted ex- 


plosives. 


FLAX SEED. 


= ees ia 


INTERIM REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

On 10th October, 1924, the President of the Board 
of Trade (The Rt. Hon. Sidney Webb) appointed a Com- 
mittee, with Sir Frank Warner, K.B.E., as Chairman, 
to consider and report on what steps can be taken to 
bring about the growing of flax seed and flax in the 
United Kingdom on a commercial scale. 

This Committee have just issued a unanimous Interim 
Report on Flax Seed, in which they make the following 
recommendations : — 

(a) That the growth of flax seed and flax on a com- 
mercial scale in the United Kingdom is dependent upon 
the development of new strains of pedigree seed. 

(6) That for the above purpose it is desirable that the 
flax factories at Bunford and Lopen should be acquired. 

(c) That the control of the above factories should be 
entrusted to the Ministry of Agriculture, who should 
appoint a Committee representative of the interests con- 
cerned to carry out the scheme. 

(zd) That about £40,000 should be made available to 
put the scheme on a sound financial basis. 

(e) That the decision of His Majesty’s Government 
should be announced at once so as to enable contracts 


with farmers to be made early in December. 





MERCHANT SHIPPING (CONVENTION) ACT, 
1914. 


By Order in Council, dated 26th May, the coming into 
operation of this Act was further postponed until Ist 
January, 1926. 


—————__ —_____ ee 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 





PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICAN ALCOHOL LAW. 


The British Consul-General at Loanda reports that a 
Legislative 





measure has been passed in San Thomé 
Diploma No. 51 of 31st December, 1924—with the 
object of bringing to an end the manufacture of alcohol 
in that Colony in five years’ time and of putting a stop 
to the consumption of liquor by the natives. 

Further particulars of this measure can be obtained 
by British firms interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 
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ROUMANIAN STATE CONTRACTS 
REGULATIONS. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 
9th April, page 389, the British Commercial Secretary 
at Bucharest has forwarded a translation (in French) of 
the proposals contained in a Bill, which was recently 
placed on the table of the Chamber of Deputies, for the 
encouragement of industrial enterprises connected with 
national defence. 

British firms interested may consult the translation 
referred to on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





JAPANESE OWNERSHIP OF LAND LAW. 


The British Ambassador at Tokio has forwarded a 
translation of the Law relating to the ownership of land 
by foreigners, which has now received the approval of 
the Diet. — 

Interested British firms can consult the translation re- 
ferred to on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen-street, London, S.W. 1. 





REPORT ON UNITED STATES COTTON 
MERCHANDISING PRACTICES. 


The British Ambassador at Washington has for- 
warded copy of a Report on Cotton Merchandising Prac- 
tices recently submitted by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission to the United States Senate as well as the 
answers filed by the spot cotton trade of New Orleans. 

The report referred to can be consulted by British 
firms interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





MEXICAN INCOME TAX LAW. 


The British Consul-General at Mexico City has for- 
warded a translation of a Decree relating to Income Tax, 
and which became operative on Ist April, 1925. Article 
2 of the said Decree provides that foreigners domiciled 
in the Republic or abroad are liable to payment of 
Income Tax on their profits or incomes derived from 
sources of wealth situated, or business carried on, within 
the country. 

The translation referred to may be consulted by 
British firms interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


S.W. 1. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal”’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, 8.W. 1. All editorial communications 
should be addressed to ‘‘The LEditor.’’ Telephone No., 
Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communica- 
tions concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. Stationery 
Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, or Branches 
(see Cover). 

ADVERTISEMEN7S.—AJ/l applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of T'rade Journal’ should in 
future be addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. 
Stationery Office, Princes Street, London, S.W. 1. (Telephone, 
Victoria 3820.) 
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Special Articles. 





FINLAND. 





CONTINUED PROGRESS. 


The progress made by Finland towards economic 
stability continued all through last year, though per- 
haps not so rapidly as in 1923 and 1922 (an exception- 
ally good year). The foreign commerce of the country, 
both imports and exports, continues to grow in volume 
year by year, in spite of the loss of the Russian 
market, on which Finland was so greatly dependent 
before the war both in obtaining supplies, particularly 
of grain and raw materials, and for an outlet for her 
produce and manufactures. Indeed, it is hoped that 
foreign trade will soon assume pre-war proportions. 
Thanks to the more than usually favourable conditions 
of weather in the spring and during the summer of 1924, 
the harvest was a good one, but, owing to the crops 
having been gathered in only towards autumn, the im- 
ports of foreign grain were still very large, and even 
greater than in the previous year, when the results of 
the harvest proved to be less productive. In spite of 
this, however, Finland found herself at the close of the 
year with a trade balance in her favour to the appreci- 
able amount of 252°3 million Finnish marks, mainly due 
to increased shipments of timber and wood products, 
which are said to have exceeded in quantity all previous 
years. 

Mr. Cecil H. Mackie, British Consul at Helsingfors, 
in his Report dated March last, states that the most strik- 
ing feature throughout the year, in spite of the excess of 
exports over imports and large borrowing abroad, was 
the stringency of the money market, especially in the 
latter half of 1924, causing at certain periods consider- 
able uneasiness both in commercial and industrial circles. 
The banks were not keen on making advances, and the 
rate of discount was consequently maintained at a high 
level. This was not surprising when taking into account 
the difficulties in collecting payments when they became 
due. Moreover, there were a few more failures in 1924 
than during the previous twelve months, which naturally 
compelled the banks to be still more cautious in giving 
credits. Nevertheless, at the close of the year the banks, 
on the whole, showed good returns. The rate of ex- 
change on the foreign markets fluctuated very little, the 
dollar rate having practically maintained the same level 
during the whole year. The finances of the State once 
again proved to be in a very satisfactory condition, the 
year 1924 having closed with a balanced Budget, and 
the National Debt somewhat reduced, while the gold re- 
serve held by the Bank of Finland was slightly in excess 
of the value given up at the close of the previous year. 
Satisfactory though in some respects this may have been, 
it has nevertheless had a deterring influence on trade and 
industry, which have felt more acutely than ever the 
heavy burden of taxation. 


MINERAL KESOURCES. 

It would appear from a report published in July, 
1924, by Professor J. J. Sederholm, Director of the 
Geological Survey of Finland, that aithough that country 
possesses precisely the same geological structure as the 
eastern part of Sweden, which is renowned for its great 
wealth in ores, the mineral resources of Finland have 
hitherto not been worked with any great success. Pro- 
specting has, however, been carried on for centuries and 
formerly, when Finland belonged to Sweden, by the 
same methods as were adopted with such success in the 
latter country. Later, when Finland became a Grand 
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Duchy under Russian rule, prospecting was continued 
both by the Government and private enterprise, special 
methods having been employed in regions where the 
rocks were found to be hidden under glacial debris. 
Magneto-metric surveys, electrical prospecting and 
diamond driiling have also been carried out to some 
extent. These efforts have met with some success, as 
they have led to the discovery of several ore bodies, of 
which one at least may be considered to be of great value. 
The older finds of copper ore in Finland at Orijarvi, 
situated to the west of Helsingfors, and at Pitkaranta, 
on lake Ladoga, are said to be practically extinct, but 
in 1909 a new important deposit of copper ore was dis- 


covered at Outokumpu in East Finland, between the 
towns of Joensuu and Kuopio at a distance of only ten 
miles from lake Saima, which is connected with the sea 
by a canal. This deposit has a thickness of from 7 to 
28 feet and a length of about one English mile, the depth 
of the layer having not yet been determined, but, it is 
stated, at 600 feet there seems to be no particular differ- 
ence in the thickness and character of the ore, which 
contains iron and copper pyrites with some zinc-blende. 
There is from 4 to 5 per cent. of copper and 1°5 per cent. 
of zinc. These deposits are estimated to yield about 
eight million metric tons of ore, but there is reason to 
believe that they extend much deeper, in which case 
the quantity of ore existing may be much greater and 
probably produce little less than the famous copper 
ore deposits at Falun in Sweden. The ore is estimated to 
contain about 300,000 tons of copper of a gross value of 
3,600 million F.mks., or about £20,000,000, but double 
or even treble that quantity may possibly be obtained. 
Before the close of the year the Riksdag voted a sum 
of 19,180,000 F.mks. as a supplementary grant to the 
Budget of 1924 for the purchase of Messrs. Hackman 
and Co.’s share in the Outokumpu Copper Works and 
a further sum of 3,458,000 F.mks. has been voted as 
working capital for 1925. Hitherto these works were 
owned in equal shares by the State and Messrs. 
Hackman. 

Nickel ore has been discovered in Finnish Lapland, 
and further investigations will be made by officials. of 
the Geological Survey during next summer. Some 
deposits of iron pyrites have been discovered in the east 
of Finland, the most important of which is at Otravaara, 
20 miles east of the railway between Sortavala and 
Joensuu. The thickness of the ore is about 20 feet, 
and contains about 40 per cent. of sulphur. Lead and 
zinc ores exist along the coast of the Arctic Ocean and 
in the southern parts of Finland, but their economic 
value appears at present to be uncertain. A great deal 
of prospecting for iron ore has been carried out, espe- 
cially in Finnish Lapland, owing partly to the great iron 
ore deposits existing in the neighbouring province of 
Swedish Lapland. It is, however, now admitted that 
no deposits of the same type exist in Finland. Never- 
theless, at Kittila, in the Porkonen-Pahtavaara region, 
there are very large bodies of rock-bearing magnetic iron 
ore. It has been discovered by the use of the magneto- 
meter that these deposits extend over an area of 90 acres, 
while those at Kiiruna-Luossavaara, in Sweden, extend 
over an area of 114 acres. It will thus be seen that there 
is very little difference in the area of these two deposits, 
but while the Swedish ore contains about 70 per cent. of 
iron the Finnish ore is said to contain only 40 per cent. 
and a small quantity of phosphorus and sulphur. 
It is, however, said that the latter ore can only be 
used after concentration, but the cost of building 
and running a concentration plant, and constructing 
necessary railway communications would make it im- 
possible to compete successfully with the Swedish mines. 
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These deposits are, however, estimated to yield a total 
quantity of from 150 to 200 million tons of ore and may 
be of considerable importance at some future date. Iron 
ore has also been obtained from several places along 
the shores of Lake Ladoga, namely, at Pitkaranta, 
Valimaki, Kelivaara, etc., but the iron produced from 
this ore was of a limited quantity and required con- 
centration, and at the present time the mines are not 
being worked. Extensive iron ore deposits also exist at 
Jussar6, under the waters of the Gulf of Finland, but 
they are likewise not being worked for the same reasons. 
Owing to these circumstances the electric smelters in 
this country are compelled to use scrap iron or Swedish 
ore for raw material, but in future they may le able to 
use purple ore from the residue of pyrites used in the 
production of sulphuric acid. 
AGRICULTURE. 

The year 1924 was, in many ways, a noteworthy one 
for agriculture. The difficulties arising from the severe 
dearth of the year before continued to prevail until the 
middle of the year, and the Government had to sacrifice 
considerable sums of money for the relief of the farmers 
in the northern and eastern parts of the country. In 
the spring there was an especially noticeable scarcity of 
good sowing seed, not only in the region suffering from 
dearth, but also in other parts of the country. The 
position thus created was taken advantage of by seed 
merchants for getting rid of valueless and unsuitable 
stocks. Furthermore, many farmers, owing to the scar- 
city of money, used their own seed for sowing purposes, 
although it was known that its sprouting capacity was 
not good. As a result the harvest was not as good as 
was expected. Although the year started with difficul- 
ties, there is no reason to be dissatisfied with the 
result obtained at its close. Spring sowing was done 
under very difficult conditions, and at one time it seemed 
as if the country was on the threshold of another dearth- 
year, but a fine summer followed, and immediate im- 
provement set in. Only in places did the superfluous 
water overflow and delay the growth, but in some of these 
large flat stretches of land were for a long time under 
water, the northern and eastern parts of the country 
suffering most from floods. The heavy ordeals of pre- 
ceding years, and more especially of 1924, have badly 
undermined the position of the farmer, and the finan- 
cial crisis through which the country was then passing 
has not improved matters. As a result of this the prices 
for farms have dropped considerably, especially in the 
north of Finland, where many farmers, for economic 
reasons, were obliged to offer their farms for sale. 

The farmer is now, in consequence of this, beginning 
to turn his attention to cattle-breeding, and Finland, in 
this respect, appears to be gradually returning to the 
conditions prevailing before the Great War. Foreign 
grains, which regulate the grain prices in the country, in- 
fringe so much on domestic production that the farmer 
no longer considers it worth his while to cultivate more 
than is needed for his own personal use. The transfer 
from agriculture to cattle-breeding has been of late so 
prominent a feature that the Government has been 
obliged to consider means of improving the cultivation of 
grain and has laid its recommendations before Parlia- 
ment, but so far with no result, the question having been 
left over for discussion until after the Presidential elec- 
tion. Of the many measures taken for the improvement 
of agriculture one may be especially mentioned, and that 
is the organisation of experimental farming. The central 
committee for carrying out experimental work has been 
actively engaged in arranging the work and inspecting 
farms suitable for experiment. The results of the 
labours of this committee are not expected to be seen 
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for some time, but still the work has been begun, and 
it is hoped many important agricultural problems wil, 
by this means, be solved at no distant date. 


DEMAND FoR BritTIsu Goons. 

As regards the demand for British goods in the 
Finnish market, it may be mentioned, writes Mr. 
Mackie, that a ready sale can generally be found for 
practically all classes of manufactures, providing the 
United Kingdom manufacturer is able to compete in 
price with his foreign competitor. The state of the 
market, of course, fluctuates according to circumstances 
and the purchasing power of the country, but as the 
home industries are in many cases not as yet sufliciently 
developed to cope with the demand, the Finnish buyer 
naturally turns to foreign markets. Local merchants 
and manufacturers not unfrequently call at the British 
Consulate for the purpose of obtaining the names of 
suppliers of various classes of goods in the United King- 
dom, and no pains have been spared in providing them 
with adequate information. The general complaint 
seems, however, to be not so much in respect of less 
favourable terms of payment and delivery offered by the 
British manufacturer, as he appears to have recognised 
this fact, and is now more or less inclined to meet his 
customer in this respect, but that the prices quoted by 
him as compared with those demanded by his foreign 
competitor are almost invariably so much higher that 
the would-be purchaser no longer takes any heed to ex- 
planations made in regard to the superior quality of the 
goods offered. The quality of British goods is never dis- 
puted, but their cost appears to be beyond the means 
of the Finnish buyer. A point which is deserving of 
mention is the activity displayed by foreign competitors 
in sending their commercial agents and travellers to this 
country more frequently than the British manufacturer. 
In this respect the figures given below showing the num- 
ber of such travellers visiting Finland from various 
countries who have taken out licences during the year 
1924 may be of some interest. The total number of 
travellers was 1,789, of which 748 came from Germany, 
284 from Sweden, 277 from Denmark, 127 from the 
United Kingdom, 52 from Holland, 45 from Switzer- 
land, 44 from France, 44 from Italy, and 168 from other 
countries. The number of commercial travellers who 
visited Helsingfors and the countries from which they 
arrived during the same period were as follows.— 
Germany, 511; Holland, 144; Sweden, 102; Great 
Britain, 73; and France, 27. Total, 857. 


PAPER AND PULP. 


The past year has, according to all accounts, shown a 
general improvement in the paper and pulp industries 
as compared with 1923. It would seem that these in- 
dustries have fared even better than the timber industry, 
which, as will be seen later in the report, had a record 
year in so far as the quantity exported is concerned. 
Notwithstanding this, however, there were no improve- 
ments in respect of plant made at any of the mills during 
the year. There are few available data upon which to 
base an estimate of the extent of the production of the 
paper and pulp mills, but the quantities of paper, card- 
board, and newsprint exported in 1924 all proved to be 
in excess of the exports in the preceding year, and prices 
ruling were firmer than they have been for some time. 
The Finnish Customs returns give the following data 
regarding these exports :— 




















siti | 1924. 1923, 
—s — — 
| Tons. | Tons. 
Paper, including newsprint ... | 183,332°4 | 173,319°3 
Cardboard 7 sa go 32,975°8 | 23,465°8 
Newsprint bua oni ae | 134,762°0 127,416°9 
| 








oe 


ae 


A 
a 
i 
; 
oS 
“ne 


ae ie 


—a 





612 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


JUNE 4, 1925. 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





According to information furnished by the Finnish 
Cellulose Union the quantity of dry cellulose, both sul- 
phite and sulphate, exported in 1924 amounted to 
261,644 tons, as against 188,945 tons in 1923, showing 
an increase of 39 per cent. The following table shows 
the principal markets to which dry cellulose was ex- 
ported during the year 1924, as compared with 1923, 
based upon a return published by the Finnish Cellulose 


Union :— 


— $$$ —_—___ Se ——$ _ 









































Sulphite. | Sulphate. | Total. 
Country. . - 
| 1924. | 1923. | 1924. { 1028. | 1024. | 1923. 
| | 
Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
Great Britain .. 87,758 55,228 | 17,042 12,406 | 104,800 67,634 
United States .. 48,075 48,632 16,946 | 18,289 67,021 66,921 
Russia .< 19,858 6,473 369 | 46 20,227 | 6,519 
Germany 3,225 1,938 14,722 8,891 17,947 10,829 
Belgium .. 11,391 9,559 3,312 3,148 14,703 10,707 
France 11,776 10,290 2,185 762 13,961 11,052 
Spain a 5,947 3.350 441 213 6,388 3,571 
Holland .. 3,248 986 644 $41 3,892 1,827 
Japan.. _ 3,254 2,590 _— _— 3,257 2,590 
South America .. 2,360 867 703 426 3,063 1,291 
Other countries 5,723 3,888 665 122 6,385 6,004 
Total 202,615 | 143,801 | 57,029 | 45,144 | 259,644 | 188,945 




















It will thus be seen that the quantities shipped to 
the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
combined amounted to no less than 65 per cent. of the 
total quantity exported. In the Finnish Customs 
returns the quantity of chemical pulp exported in 1924 
is given as 275,100 tons, as against 198,482 tons in 1923. 
The sales of mechanical pulp are also said to have been 
satisfactory, the quantity exported during the year under 
review having amounted to 101,986 tons, as compared 
with 62,682 tons in 1923, showing an increase of 39,304 


tons. 


TIMBER. 


The timber market during the past year showed, on 
the whole, good results. Up to May sales went on in the 
usual manner and at prices nearly approaching the 1923 
basis. It is true that during the first weeks of the year 
a disinclination was noticeable on the part of United 
Kingdom buyers to purchase. Belgium and France pur- 
chased from the beginning of the year, but the United 
Kingdom only came into the market in February. Sales 
continued in the ordinary way until May, when the 
market suddenly changed for the worse. The credit 
difficulties prevailing in Denmark made bigger purchase 
from that country impossible. A noticeable fall in the 
frane exchange occurred and put difficulties in the way 
of closing further contracts with France and Belgium. 
Moreover, the United Kingdom, as in the past Finland’s 
largest buyer, refrained from entering the market, as 
the importers there were engaged in selling off old stocks 
in order to make room for fresh goods. Besides, they 
had come to the conclusion that prevailing prices were 
too high, and were at the time aware of the fact that 
large timber stocks were on offer in this country. The 
calmness and indifference shown by them towards the 
market was therefore not surprising. It was hoped that 
when the open water season began a fresh activity would 
manifest itself in the market, but in this the sellers were 
completely disillusioned. Purchases nearly stopped 
altogether and the situation in timber shipping circles 
became very acute. To satisfy the necessity of obtaining 
credit the shippers endeavoured to conclude sales quickly, 
but they were unsuccessful and began, one after another, 
to reduce prices. The bigger exporters endeavoured to 
keep up the prices by combining together, but this failed 
in July, and a new fall in prices set in. Sellers, big 
and small, thought it best to conclude sales in order 
to obtain necessary money from advance payments. The 
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decline in prices continued until the middle of Novem- 
ber, when part of the specifications on offer had been 
sold. In November and December a few completion 
sales were effected. The final result may be considered 
a record one as regards quantity, but from a financial] 
and economic point of view it may be considered weak. 
The sales for 1924 reached a figure of about one million 
standards; never before has such a large quantity been 
exported in any one year. A considerable decline in 
prices abroad resulted in a similar fall in Finland. 
Timber firms considered it unnecessary to continue the 
production to the same extent as previously, as, from 
experience gained, they had difficulty in selling. New 
sellers have entered the market, the greatest competitor 
being Russia. Already in 1923 the appearance of this 
competitor on the market caused a fallin prices. It has 
therefore been agreed to reduce the present production 
by about 25 per cent., and by this means it is hoped to 
prevent further falls in price. The fall in timber prices 
caused severe losses to the forest owners, who had been 
contemplating the sale of their woods during the autumn. 
Just in the season when in normal times there is always 
a good demand for forests very little business was done, 
and purchases were only made if the sellers agreed to 
accept the low prices offered. 

The year 1925 seems, however, to have brought with 
it a momentary improvement in the state of the market. 
According to all accounts, considerable purchases have 
been made for the next first open water season and at 
prices considerably higher than those hitherto existing. 
It is, however, thought very possible that the prices 
obtained in these first sales will not continue steadfast, 
as the United Kingdom is at present keeping out of the 
market. It is only after considerable quantities have 
been sold to the latter country that the sellers can think 
of a stabilisation of prices, but they hope, however, 
during the present year to be able to look after their own 
interests better than in 1924 and frustrate any attempts 
made to lower prices. Not only would industrial under- 
takings profit by this, but also indirectly the whole 
nation. Forest owners would also gain by it, as they 
would then obtain better prices for their woods. 


THE FINNISH Farr. 

The Sixth Finnish Fair, which will be held at Hels- 
singfors between Ist and 6th July this year, will be of 
an international character. It will be remembered that 
foreign exhibitors were allowed to exhibit at three of the 
previous Fairs held in this city, and the last two were 
confined to local traders and manufacturers only, but on 


this occasion the foreign manufacturer will again have 
It is said that at 


the previous five Fairs the number of exhibitors was 
2,500, the number of visitors 325,000, and the value of 
purchases made amounted to a sum of 300 million F.mks. 
It is anticipated that the Fair this summer will be on a 
much larger scale than those held in previous years, and 
will afford greater possibilities to the foreigner, both 
buyer and seller, to acquaint himself with the conditions 
of this market. The Fair will no longer be held 
annually, and the next one will probably not be organised 


before 1930. 


[Mr. C. H. Mackie’s Report on Finland will be published 
rig for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery 
ce. ] 


an opportunity to exhibit his wares. 
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SIAM. 
EXPECTATIONS NOT REALISED. 


A review of the foreign trade of Siam resolves itself 
mainly into a consideration of the imports, exports and 
shipping figures of the port of Bangkok, through which 
over 85 per cent. of the foreign trade passes. And the 
available figures reveal movements of goods and not, as 
a rule, whence they actually come, or whither they 
eventually go. This is because half the trade of Siam 
is with Hong Kong and Singapore, which serve as entre- 
pots for the transhipment of goods destined for, or ex- 
ported from, that country. Roughly speaking, it may 
be said that goods arriving from Singapore are of Euro- 
pean, and especially United Kingdom, origin; those 
coming wd Hong Kong are mainly from China, Japan 
and the United States of America. The sterling value 
of the tical has not changed since 3lst March, 1923, and 
more confidence has been shown by dealers. No difli- 
culty has been experienced in getting them to sign con- 
tracts for forward purchases containing a clause regard- 
ing the exchange. They have been, however, inclined 
to buy far ahead with prices still falling at home, with 
the result that frequently it has been found difficult to 
keep them to their contract prices on the arrival of the 
goods. The bright commercial prospects and plentiful- 
ness of money anticipated a year ago have not been 
realised, and the question of credits has needed very 
careful attention. No hope of a marked improvement in 
the near future is entertained in this respect. 








EXPorRTs. 


The Report on the Commercial Situation in Siam at 
the close of the third quarter of 1924, which has just 
been issued, is by Mr. H. R. Bird, Acting British 
Consul-General at Bangkok. He states that during the 
year 1923-24 the exports of rice from Siam were again 
very large, and for the third successive year record 
figures were reached. The figures for these years are :— 
1921-22, 1,250,035 tons; 1922-23, 1,254,736 tons; and 
1923-24, 1,292,291 tons. 

Some anxiety was felt at the steady increase of exports 
to Hong Kong. While satisfaction is evinced at the 
continued ability of China to absorb Siam’s available 
surplus of rice, it is considered that the cultivation of 
that market to the neglect of other regular customers is 
detrimental to the interests of the country, and that, 
should for any cause the legitimate demand from China 
fail, Hong Kong would become no more than a dumping- 
ground, with a consequent decline in prices and loss to 
those engaged in the rice trade in Siam. Exports to 
Europe dropped from 92,945 tons in 1922-23 to 47,683 
tons in 1923-24. This is attributed to a falling away in 
the quality of Siam rice, which has caused Europe to go 
to other markets for her supplies. Cuba, on the other 
hand, has more than doubled her imports, taking 33,637 
tons in 1923-24, as against 14,375 tons the year before. 


TEAK. 


Trade Gloomy.—A general gloom has pervaded the 
teak trade of Siam. High exchange, lack of demand in 
many of the principal markets, and deterioration in the 
quality of logs have combined to make the lot of the teak 
merchant a hard one. In the United Kingdom markets 
demand, state the authorities consulted by Mr. Bird, re- 
mained steady throughout the year, and shipments have 
increased by 465 tons. Values, however, have gone 
down; and, in spite of the lower exchange value of the 
tical, the average value per ton was only 19124 ticals as 
compared with 199°84 ticals in 1922-23 and 299°03 ticals 
in 1921-22, when shipments were still being made against 
sales put through at the height of the post-war boom. 
In the current year values in the United Kingdom have 
shown tendency to harden, and it is unfortunate for the 
teak trade in Siam that so small a proportion of the 
timber in that country is of a quality suited to United 
Kingdom requirements. Shipments to India decreased 
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by 1,975 tons in quantity and 137,030 ticals in value. 
Demand was poor, particularly in Bombay, to which 
port, owing to exigencies of freight, the bulk of Indian 
shipments from Bangkok are consigned. There is no 
doubt that the 15 per cent. duty to which imports into 
India from Siam are liable is slowly closing this avenue 
of trade. Shipments to Hong Kong at 25,760 tons sur- 
passed the year before, which itself held the previous 
record, by no less than 5,688 tons. Values, however, de- 
clined from 94°82 ticals to 91°24 ticals per ton on the 
average. In 1923-24 Hong Kong seems to have reached 
the climax of its boom, during which political disturb- 
ances in adjacent Chinese territory have resulted in a 
steady influx of populace and capital into the British 
Colony. In North China the political situation could 
hardly be worse, and though 1923-24 shipments to 
Shanghai and Tientsin were only slightly less than in 
1922-23, the present state of civil war threatens to 
bring about an almost complete and indefinite cessation 
of business with those ports so far as teak is concerned. 

In Japan the earthquakes at Tokio and Yokohama 
early in September, 1923, were followed by an orgy of 
speculation in reconstruction materials, which were im- 
ported in quantities far in excess of immediate require- 
ments. Though this was not the case with teak to the 
same extent as with certain other commodities, yet the 
general demoralisation of business affected the teak 
trade too, and imports for the year declined from over 
5,000 tons to 3,900 tons, while the depreciation of the 
yen has led to a serious decline in values, the full effect 
of which will be still more apparent in the year now 
current. The markets mentioned above are the princi- 
pal ones to which teak is shipped from Bangkok, and in 
all, without exception, demand is at present below the 
normal. In the United Kingdom alone are there any 
signs of revival. The present level of prices obtainable 
is altogether unremunerative in relation to the capital 
of lessees locked up in the forests, where, owing to a 
succession of bad floating seasons, there are about four 
times as many logs in course of extraction as could be 
marketed even in a year better than the normal. Pend- 
ing a more stabilised condition of trade throughout the 
markets of the world, the only relief that can be looked 
for by those engaged in the extraction and marketing of 
teak from Siam is a further reduction in the exchange 
value of the tical. 


IMpPoRTS oF CoTTON TEXTILES. 
The value of imports of cotton manufactures in the 


year 1923-24 amounted to 22,384,068 ticals (£2,055,470) 
which compared with the preceding year’s total of 
24,825,752 ticals (£2,502,596) shows a falling off of 
about 10 per cent. The styles of cloth which have prin- 
cipally participated in the decline are paphoons, sarongs 
and pakamas. Voiles, artificial silk fancies and cotton 
blankets and shawls, on the other hand, show notable 
increases. Yarn import decreased in value by nearly 
15 per cent. Prices generally have been maintained on 
a comparatively high level, with the result that demand 
has to a certain extent been restricted and wholesale 
buying has been conducted on a fairly cautious basis by 
both dealers and importers. Speaking generally, stocks 
during the year have been kept within moderate, and 
in some cases narrow, limits in pursuance of this policy 
of caution, which is one that, in the circumstances, has 
proved a wise one. 
Cotton BLANKETS. 

The value of cotton blankets imported into Siam 
during the year was 1,783,274 ticals, an increase of 
25 per cent. over the previous year’s figure. Cheap 
blankets of Indian manufacture are the most popular, 
followed by the better class of Japanese blankets. It is 
curious to note that, while the big majority of Japanese 
fabrics, such as grey shirtings, sheetings and jeans, 
cotton coatings, poplins, prints, etc., are of low quality, 
the Japanese cotton blanket is superior to most of those 


of European make. 
CoTTON YARNS. 


An authority quoted by Mr. Bird says:—The total net 
weight of yarn (grey, white, turkey red and dyed yarn) im- 
ported this year is 2,237,520 kilogs., a decline of 13 per cent. 
on last year, but an increase of 26 per cent. on the average 
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of the preceding ten years. Although a slight decline is 
shown on last year, the yarn trade continues to be of the 
first importance, and it is one that is likely to grow rather 
than diminish. Lancashire, unfortunately, has a poor 
showing this year, and, moreover, shows no signs at present 
of being able to retain what share it has of this trade. The 
grey and white yarn imported during the year amounts to 
1,932,110 kilogs., which is slightly more than last year’s 
record tolal. The total weight of grey and white yarn re- 
ceived from Singapore and the United Kingdom (probably 
indicating the amount of Lancashire yarn received) is 
199,012 kilogs., as compared with 437,005 kilogs. received 
last year, a decline of 55 per cent. On the other hand, the 
weight of yarn from Hong Kong is 920,603 kilogs., which 
is nearly two and a half times that of last year. Direct ship- 
ments from Japan amount to 43,544 kilogs., a decline on 
last year of 24 per cent. Practically all the Hong Kong yarn 
will be Japanese and Chinese. Vi 

Indian yarn continues to come forward in large quantities, 
the total weight of white and grey yarns in this year being 
565,763 kilogs., a decrease on last year of 19 per cent. China 
also figures prominently in this quarter, the weight of yarn 
received direct from that country being 196,883 kilogs., a 
decline on last year of 45 per cent. At present there is prac- 
tically mo business passing for Lancashire grey yarn, it 
being impossible to put it on the market at its present price, 
which is, roughly, about 10 per cent. above that of Japanese 
yarn of equal quality. There is very little possibility of its 
appearing again until Lancashire is once more on full time 
and making really strong efforts to meet Japanese and 
Chinese competition. Turning to dyed yarn, the local dye- 
ing proceeds apace, and the figures for the year show another 
big decline in the import of European dyed yarn. The 
weight of dyed yarn (including turkey red) imported this 
year is 305,410 kilogs., a total well under half that of last 
year, which in turn was well under half of the year pre- 
ceding that. Here, again, Lancashire suffers far more than 
its share of the decline, its imports this year being just over 
a quarter of last year’s. Germany, Holland and Belgium, 
on the other hand, show small increases. 


MetTat MANUFACTURES 


Aluminium ware is steadily increasing in popularity. 
The quality imported is of the lightest possible gauge, 
and the small quantity of superior ware imported from 
the United Kingdom cannot compete in the market 
against importations from Germany, Japan and Switzer- 
land. 

In Iron Bars and Sections the United Kingdom keeps 
ahead of all others, but Belgium is forging ahead, and 
will probably show up to great advantage in the current 
year. 

Galvanised Sheets, Flat and Corrugated.—Total im- 
ports have gone down by approximately 600,000 kilogs. 
The United Kingdom has lost 1,054,000 kilogs., while 
France has gained 458,000 kilogs. A continuance of 
this advance in French imports is not anticipated. Im- 
ports from the United Kingdom were about 69 per cent. 
of the total in 1923-24 against 80 per cent. in 1922-23. 

Sheets and Plates.—Here a slight increase in imports 
from the United Kingdom is seen, while other countries 
show a falling off. 

Wire Nails.—Imports are down by about 800,000 
kilogs. Of this the United Kingdom has lost some 50 
per cent. Singapore is shown as exporting an increased 
quantity of 330,000 kilogs. This amount is almost 
certainly of Kuropean Continental origin, but it is im- 
possible to say whether Belgium or Germany should be 
credited with it. 


VEHICLES, ETc. 


An increase of over 340,000 ticals is registered under 
this heading. The United Kingdom maintains its lead- 
ing position with a total of nearly 1,000,000 ticals 
(£91,827); France has risen from 478,000 ticals 
(£43,894) to 705,000 ticals (£64,738), showing an in- 
crease of 171,000 ticals (£15,693) in aeroplanes, cf 
96,000 ticals (£8,815) in motor-cars, and a decrease of 
48,000 ticals (£4,408) in aeroplane parts. Of the 
United Kingdom’s total, railway and tramway cars and 
trucks are responsible for 600,155 ticals (£55,111), fol- 
lowed by motor-cars (40 in number), valued at 115,675 
ticals (£10,622), and cycles at 99,765 ticals (£9,161). 


(Mr. H. R. Bird’s Report on Siam is to be published shortly 


for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery 
Office. ] , ; 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGES IN MAY. 








MOVEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
CURRENCIES. 


The movements of the principal foreign exchange rates 
on London in May are shown in the following table. 
The New York quotation is the weekly average of the 
daily cable rates, and the other quotations are the weekly 
averages of the daily closing rates. All particulars have 


?? 


been taken from the ‘‘ Financial Times ’’ :— 

















Week ending 
cs ee. 9th 16th | 23rd 30th 
| May. May. May. May. 

New York— ; 

4°866 dollars=£1.. ee oe 4°850 4°853 4°860 4°862 
Paris— 

25°2215 francs=£1 . 92°929 93°192  94°399 96°679 
Brussels— 
1 _— francs=£1 “~ oe 96°017 96°117 | 97°095 98°558 

ta — 
252215 lire=£1 .. ee eee 118°096 118°52] 120°029 122°040 
dri "=z | 

25°2215 pesetas—£1_—«... - 33°221 33°547 33°450 33°471 
Holland— 

12°1971 gul.=Z1 .. 12°068 12°072 12°086 12°102 
Berlin— 

20°43 reichsmarks=£1 .. -- | 20°375 20°385 20°414 20°424 
Prague— 

24°02 koruna=£1 o° -- | 163°688 163°823 164°032 163° 990 
Oslo (Christiania)— 

18°159 kroner=£1 ie oe 28°707 28°004 | 28°938 28°838 
Stockholm— 

18°159 kronor=£1 2° oo |) «6OARS 18°145 | 18163 18°159 
Copenhagen— | 

18°169 kroner=£1 ‘a ». | 25°701 25°825 | 25°845 | 25°838 
Switzerland— 

25°2215 francs=£) = _ 25°079 25°071 | 25°119 25°120 
Buenos Aires— 

48°57d.=—1 dollar ss ~o. | 43°886 44°485 | 45°151 45°568 





The movements of the leading rates of exchange, 
calculated in percentages of gold parity (relative value 
of foreign currency to that of the country where quota- 
tion is made), are given below :— 


New YorK ON: 


London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 
8th May bea 99-64 27:00 21-30 99-94 
15th May ie 99°76 26°95 21°14 99-89 
22nd May _ 99-88 26°48 20: 94 99-94 
29th May sat 99-93 25°96 20-68 99-84 
LONDON ON : 
Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Berne. 
7th May oo 21°34 100-31 100-16 100: 56 
14th May ine 21-30 100-30 100-11 100-56 
2lst May ine 21-09 100-13 99-94 100°36 
28th May mat 20-63 100-01 100-00 100-40 
PARIS ON : 
London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
7th May .. o10°52 371-54 371:°16 372-50 
14th May .. 869-05 369: 98 269-0U* 371-00 
22nd May .. OF15°71 576°46 576° 02 377-00 
29th May 384°83 384 86 385°56 386°25 


* 12th May. 


Exchange movements during recent weeks have been 
mostly in favour of sterling. In New York the closing 
cable rate on Ist May was 4°846 dollars to the pound 
and on 20th of the month 4°863 dollars—only 0°36 cents 
below parity. From that date until the end of the 
month the rate did not fall below 4°86 dollars. In 
Paris, Brussels and Italy the local currencies continued 
to depreciate seriously. French francs closed at 92°425 
on Ist May and fell in value until the 27th, when the 
pound was worth 97 francs. On the following day there 
was a slight recovery, and on 30th May the closing rate 
was 96°95. Belgian francs fell gradually from 95°525 
to the pound on Ist May to 99°35 on the 30th, these 
quotations being the lowest and highest quotations re- 
spectively during the month. In Italy the depreciation 
was arrested towards the end of the month, as in Paris. 
the lowest quotation being 117-625 lire to the pound on 
the Ist, and the highest 122°438 on the 26th. On 30th 
May the pound was worth 122-25 lire at the close. In 
these three centres the movement in May was most marked 
during the second half, French francs being quoted at 
93°275 on the 16th, Belgian francs 96175, and lire 
119°125 on the same day. Quotations in Amsterdam 
varied between 12°064 gulden, the closing rate on 9th 
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May, and 12°109 on the 27th—a rate which placed the 
pound slightly above parity. This position was not 
maintained, the rate falling on the next day to 12°101 
gulden to the pound and closing the month at 12°103. 
Reichsmarks have been at 20°4 or more to the pound 
from 18th May, and sterling was quoted above parity at 
20°435 reichsmarks at the close on 27th May. On the 
Ist and 30th the closing rates were 20°36 and 20°42 re- 
spectively. The appreciation of Norwegian kroner 
which had extended over several weeks continued for a 
few days in May, and the closing quotation on the 4th 
was 28°62 to the pound, and it may be mentioned that 
on several days during January and February the rate 
was as high was 31°3. The highest rate for sterling in 
May was 29°145 kroner on the 2nd, and the last closing 
quotation for the month was 28°955 kroner to the pound. 
In Copenhagen the movement in the early days of May 
was favourable to the local currency, the rate falling 
from 25°92 on the 2nd to 25°645 kroner on the 5th, this 
representing the lowest closing position of the month. 
The pound rallied to 25°94 by the 16th and closed ai 
25°845 on the 30th. Sterling has been appreciating in 
Stockholm for the last three months and was above 
parity from the 19th to 27th May, having been 
quoted during that period at 1816, 18165 or 
1817 kronor; on Ist and 30th May the closing 
rates were 18°12 and 18155 kronor respectively. 
Swiss francs became cheaper, and on 20th and 
22nd May the pound was worth 25°135, compared 
with 25°02 on the Ist, the lowest quotation of the month, 
and 25°11 on the 30th. Spanish pesetas fluctuated 
between 33°1 to the pound on 4th May and 33°62 on the 
l3th, and closed at the end of the month at 33°405. 
After the pronounced movement towards depreciation at 
the end of April, Czechoslovak crowns continued to give 
way to sterling, and were quoted at 164°188 to the pound 
on 20th May, compared with 163°625 on the Ist and 
164°0 on the 30th. The Buenos Aires dollar recovered 
from the heavy decline suffered during March and April 
and was worth 45°688 pence on 29th May compared with 
43°438 pence on the Ist day of the month. On the 30th 
May the closing quotation was 45°563 pence. 





—>— 


UNITED STATES TARIFF ACT. 





INVESTIGATIONS UNDER ‘ FLEXIBLE 
TARIFF” PROVISIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the decision 
handed down by the Court of Appeals in the District of 
Columbia in the proceedings brought by the Norwegian 
Nitrogen Products Company relative to the procedure 
adopted by the United States Tariff Commission in 
carrying out an investigation under Section 315 of the 
United States Tariff Act of 1922 into the differences in 
costs of production of sodium nitrite, the duty on which 
was increased by 50 per cent. by a Presidential Pro- 
clamation dated 6th May, 1924. 

It may be mentioned in this connection that Sec- 
tion 315 (c) of the Tariff Act makes it the duty of the 
Commission to give public notice of its hearing and to 
afford to parties interested a reasonable opportunity to 
be present, to produce evidence and to be heard. The 
rules, which the Commission is authorised to adopt, pre- 
scribe that parties who enter an appearance in the in- 
vestigations provided for by Section 315 shall have the 
opportunity to examine the report of the Commissioner 
or investigator in charge of the investigation and also 
the record, with the exception of such portions of the 
report or record as relate to trade secrets or processes 
which Section 708 of the Act of 1916 forbids the Com- 
mission to divulge. 

The investigation in question was undertaken on the 
petition of the American Nitrogen Products Company, 
who filed a brief with the Tariff Commission on 24th 
October, 1922, praying that the duty of 3 cents per lb. 
imposed on sodium nitrite by the Tariff Act of 1922 
should be increased to 44 cents per lb., under the pro- 
visions of Section 315 of the Act. The Commission 
carried out its investigation into the difference in costs 
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of production of sodium nitrite in Norway and Germany 
(the principal competing countries), and gave notice on 
20th July, 1923, of a public hearing to be held on 10th 
September, 1923, when interested parties would be 
given an opportunity of producing evidence and of 
being heard. 

At this public hearing the Norwegian Nitrogen Pro- 
ducts Company requested a copy of the petition filed by 
the American Nitrogen Products Company calling for 
the initiation of the investigation. The American Com- 
pany objected to this on the ground that all informa- 
tion given to the Commission as to its capital, assets 
and costs of production was confidential, and was fur- 
nished on the promise that it would be treated as con- 
fidential by the Commission. The Norwegian Company 
then (oa llth September, 1923) formally requested in 
writing to be supplied by the Commission with all facts 
submitted to it, and also with a complete copy of the 
American Company’s petition, in order that they mighi 
be heard on the matters set forth in the petition. The 
Commission declined to accede to this request on the 
ground that it had obtained its cost data under pledges 
of confidence. The Norwegian Company persisted that, 
until they had information as to all matters and 
evidence, not trade secrets, submitted to the Commis- 
sion, they were not in a position to meet the case, and 
that no valid finding by the Commission could be had. 
In particular, they demanded to see the evidence of the 
Commission as to the cost of power used in the United 
States for the production of nitrite, the number cf 
labourers employed by the American Company and 
their wages, and the capital invested by the American 
Company. This evidence was held by the Commission 
to be confidential information to which the opposition 
was not entitled. 

A petition was, on 12th September, 1923, filed in the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia on behalf of 
the Norwegian Company for a writ of mandamus against 
the Tariff Commission, which, however, was denied by 
the Court. The Commission then reported to the Pre- 
sident, and on 6th May, 1924, the duty on sodium 
nitrite was raised to 43 cents per Ib. 

An appeal from the judgment of the Court was taken, 
but the Court of Appeals affirmed the finding of the 
lower Court on the grounds that it was useless to issue 
the writ of mandamus, as the President had already 
acted on the recommendations of the Tariff Commission. 

The decision of the Court of Appeals points out that, 
barring trade secrets and processes, the disclosure of 
which is expressly forbidden, the opposition, by virtue 
of its statutory right to be heard, was entitled to be 
informed of the facts and evidence privately presented 
to the Commission for its consideration, and stated that 
the term ‘‘trade secrets,’ as ordinarily understood, 
means an unpatented secret, commercially valuable plan, 
appliance, formula or process which is used for the 
making, preparing, compounding, treating or processing 
of articles or materials which are trade commodities. 
The decision expressed the opinion of the Court of 
Appeals that, ‘‘as the Commission denied to the appel- 
lant access to facts, data, information and reports which 
it had received for consideration as to the cost of pro- 
ducing nitrites in the United States, on the sole ground 
that such facts, data, information, evidence and reports 
were confidential, and as it does not appear from the 
record or the finding of the Commission that the exami- 
nation thereof involved the disclosure of any unpatented 
secret, commercially valuable plan, appliance, formula 
or process used for the making, preparing, compound- 
ing, treating or processing of nitrites, the appellant was 
deprived of the right to be heard as contemplated by 
the statute.’’ 

It is understood that on 24th April, 1925, a ‘‘ writ of 
error’’ was granted, on the motion of the Norwegian 
Nitrogen Products Company, which will bring the case 
before the United States Supreme Court for review. 
It is claimed by the appellants that the lower Court 
erred in holding that the Tariff Commission could not 
reopen the case, as well as in failing to consider or pass 
upon the constitutionality of the “‘ flexible ©’ provisions 


of the Tariff Act. 


‘ 
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RIVER GAUGING. 


The Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
has recently published a further *Report on River Gaug- 
ing, by M. A. Hogan, Ph.D., A.M.Inst.C.E. 

This Report completes the description of the work on 
methods and instruments for river gauging carried out 
under the direction of the Committee on Gauging Rivers 
and Tidal Currents. The object of the work was the 
selection of methods and instruments suitable for use in 
a hydrometric survey of the United Kingdom. 

The first step in the investigation was a study of the 
existing methods of gauging, and a Report on Current 
Meters for River Gauging was prepared and published 
in 1922.+ This gave a summarised description of the 
principal current meters then in use and included a 
discussion of the errors to which they had been found to 
be liable. The information collected was, however, not 
sufficient to enable a decision to be reached as to the most 
suitable instrument for use in a hydrometric survey of 
the United Kingdom, and it was therefore arranged to 
carry out series of special tests, both in the laboratory 
and in the field. The present Report contains a full 
account of this experimental work with statements as to 
the general conclusions reached. 

The Report is divided into six parts, viz., introduc- 
tion, report on rating current meters, rating tests carried 
out for the Committee, field work on stage-discharge 
method and use of meters, tests of current meters at low 
velocities, weirs for stream gauging. A description of 
three typical current meters is given in an appendix. 

* Published by H.M. Stationery Office, price 2s. 6d. net. 


+ Current Meters for use in River Gauging. Published by 
H.M. Stationery Office, price ls. 6d. net. 








INDIAN WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Calcutta, has cabled as follows to the High Commis- 
sioner for India in London :— 

The Monsoon.—Bombay, 2nd June: The monsoon has 
broken. It had been visible on 29th May, a week in 
advance of its time. 

Crops.—Assam, Ist June: The outturn of tea and the 
prospects of autumn rice, jute and sugarcane are normal. 

Bihar and Orissa.—29th May: Standing crops are 
unchanged. Unseasonable rain has delayed threshing 
in parts, but has facilitated the preparation for opera- 
tions on the land. 

Bengal.—27th May: Heavy rain in _ parts has 
damaged young jute and paddy. 

United Privinces.—23rd May: The position shows no 
change. 


INTERVIEWS WITH CANADIAN MINING 
REPRESENTATIVE. 


Mr. Hugh 8S. Spence, Mining Engineer, of the Mines 
Branch of the Dominion Department of Mines at 
Ottawa, has arrived in London in order to represent his 
Department at the Canadian Pavilion, British Empire 
Exhibition. 

Mr. Spence is the author of several of the more recent 
reports of the Department of Mines on metallic and 
non-metallic minerals, including bentonite, tale and soap- 
stone, barium and strontium, etc., and will be in this 
country for several months in order to afford information 
to mining engineers, capitalists and others, in regard to 
the possibilities for the development of Canadian 
minerals. 

Applications for interviews with Mr. Spence may be 
addressed to him in the care of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Canada, Kinnaird House, Pall Mall 
East, London, S.W. 1. 





CANADIAN WATER POWER REPORT. 


The Dominion Water Power and Reclamation Service 
of the Department of the Interior of Canada has recently 
issued the Annual Review of its activities for the fiscal 
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year ended 3lst March, 1924. During the period 
covered by this Review the Dominion Water Power 
Branch and the Reclamation Service were amalgamated, 
and the Annual Reports formerly issued by each organi- 
sation are now combined in one report, which describes 
the various administrative responsibilities of the com- 
bined services under three main divisions of activity— 
namely, Water Power, Irrigation and Drainage. 


Copies of the latest Report (135 pages with 18 plates 
and 7 tables) will be supplied free of charge on appli- 
cation to the High Commissioner for Canada, Kinnaird 
House, Pall Mall East, London, S.W. 1, or to the 
Director of Water Power and Reclamation, Ottawa, 


Canada. 





SOUTH AFRICAN FRUIT SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union of 
South Africa reports that, according to cable advice 
received from the Department of Agriculture, on 
the 22nd inst. the following boxes of fruit were 
dispatched to United Kingdom and _ Continental 
ports:—Sultanas, 4,300; raisins, 4,200; grapes, 
2,366; pines, 1,876; prunes, 1,200; oranges, 401; 
naartjes, 213; pears, 100; grape fruit, 29; tomatoes, 
25; apples, 17; melons, 2. Thirty cases of raisins and 
200 packets of sultanas were also dispatched. 





LATVIAN CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 


According to the Latvian Consulate-General in 
London, the returns of Customs receipts for the last 
fiscal year show that the total revenue amounted to 
55,972,868 lats, of which import and export duties 
accounted for 44,817,242 lats and 8,825,371 lats respec- 


tively. 


POLISH SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The Polish Legation in London has forwarded statis- 
tics* concerning the Polish sugar industry as follows :— 


—_— 








| Oct.—April, 
1924-25. 


Oct.—April, 


Movement. 1923-24 








— 


Metric tons. | Metric tons. 

















Stocks (Ist October, 1924)... -_ 12,734 5,287 
Production ne oba | 439,870 334,086 
Home consumption ... —n ae 138,183 96,163 
Exports esi _ 183,370 124,646 
Stocks (Ist May, 1925) nai ve 131,051 118,564 








* Basis white crystals. 


UNITED STATES INDUSTRY AND TRADE. 


A cable received by the London office of the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York states that there has been 
frost in a wide area and hurtful cold elsewhere in the 
United States, which is disturbing the outlook for crops. 
The damage is limited, but more important than the 
immediate harm are the effects on prices of cotton and 
grains, as any general setback to farmers would renew 
uncertainty. Rural and urban conditions are spotty. 
The business situation remains unchanged. Cotton con- 
sumption in April was 597,104 bales, being the largest 
in eight years, save for three months last year. Mill 
activity is declining. Automobile production in Apri! 
was the highest on record, being 375,786 cars and 46,092 
trucks. The railroads plan a 750 million dols. capital 
outlay this year; this, it is expected, will give material 
support to the steel industry. 

April exports were 400 million dols., imports 349 
million dols., against 4454 million dols. exports and 
3854 million ‘dols. imports in March, and 347 million 
dols. exports and 324 million dols. imports a year ago. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


EXHIBITION OF FOOTWEAR AT NORWICH, 
NORTHAMPTON AND LEICESTER. 

Excellent collections of footwear samples recently re- 
ceived from the United States, Holland, Turkey and 
South Africa, and representing the class of goods pro- 
duced by American, Dutch, German, Czechoslovak, Swiss 
and Turkish factories, were exhibited at the respective 
Chambers of Commerce at Norwich on 18th and 19th 
May, at Northampton on 21st and 22nd May, and ait 
Leicester on 26th and 27th May. 

The three displays were attended by a total of 218 
manufacturers, while the number of enquiries received 
for information respecting names of buyers in various 
markets, assistance in appointing agents, particulars of 
tariffs and other matters relating to export trade was 
forty-eight. 

Chief interest was naturally displayed in the collection 
from the United States, which mainly comprised ladies’ 
high-class shoes, and represented the latest styles selling 
in that country, while they also served as an excellent 
guide to the coming Canadian fashions. The general 
opinion expressed with regard to these samples was that 
they were excellent productions from every point of view, 
although no difficulty would be experienced in producing 
similar models. 

The samples from Holland were of local, German, 
Swiss and Czechoslovak manufacture, and, with very few 
exceptions, inspecting firms expressed ability to compete 





with the prices quoted. 

Great interest was shown in the range of Turkish- 
made footwear, and surprise was expressed at the great 
strides made by Turkey in the manufacture of boots and 
shoes. The samples, although somewhat crude in finish, 
were considered quite creditable productions. 

The value of the displays is clearly indicated by the 
fact that approximately seventy samples were loaned to 
manufacturers for the purpose of reproducing similar 
lasts, and these firms stated their intention of submitting 
counter samples to the buyers in the various markets. 

The respective secretaries of the Chambers of Com- 
merce collaborated heartily with the officials of the De- 
partment of Overseas Trade in promoting the success 
ot the Exhibitions. 


INTERNATIONAL HYDRAULIC POWER AND 
TOURING EXHIBITION AT GRENOBLE. 
The official opening of the International Hydraulic 
Power and Touring Exhibition at Grenoble by Monsieur 
Painlevé took place on 21st May. The Exhibition will 
remain open until October next. 


FOURTH RENNES FAIR. 

In a Report received in the Department of Overseas 
Trade on the Rennes Fair, which was held from 25th 
April to 3rd May, it is stated that, although the actual 
returns are not vet available, the volume of business 
transacted is considered to have been greater than in 
previous years. 

Agricultural machinery and dairy appliances still 
occupy the greater part of the Fair. Seven British firms 
participated through French agents, and it is reported 
that good business was done. 





PERMANENT SAMPLES ROOMS AT 
BRATISLAVA. 
The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 


the authorities of the Bratislava Sample Fair have 
organised a permanent sample showroom, to the exist- 
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ence of which it is desired to call the attention of British 
firms interested in the Czechoslovak market. 

The director of the Fair, who takes a keen interest in 
the promotion of sales through the medium of the per- 
manent samples room, is anxious to get into communica- 
tion with British firms producing motor bicycles, cart- 
ridges for sporting guns, gramophone records and wax 
vestas, and is prepared to discuss the possibilities of 
securing business for machinery for use in sawmills, 
copper sulphate and British-made boots and shoes. 

It is suggested that interested United Kingdom firms 
should communicate direct with Dr. Gregr, Directeur de 
la Foire du Danube, Bratislava, who will, after an 
agreement as to the terms for exhibiting has been 
reached, be prepared to secure the entry of samples and 
literature into Czechoslovakia without the payment of 
import duties. It is understood that the whole trans- 
action can be carried through at a very small cost to 
British firms, no charge being made for exhibiting space. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION— 
Wembley Park, April-October. Apply to Director, 
United Kingdom Exhibits, Administration Buildings, 
Wembley. 


IpEAL HoMxgs AND NATIONAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Liverpool, July 6th-25th. Apply to L. Batley, Esq., 
Gorsey Works, Stockport. 

Toy AND Fancy Goops Farr (7TH)— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, July 16th-17th. Apply to 
Universal Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, New 
Broad Street, London, E.C. 2. 


ANNUAL HEALTH EXHIBITION— 
Waverley Market, Edinburgh, July 20th-25th. In con 


nection with the 36th Congress of Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, 8.W. 1. 


INTERNATIONAL BAKERS’ AND CONFECTIONERS’ EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, September 5th-11th. Apply 
to Trade Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 


INTERNATIONAL GROCERS’ EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, September 19th-25th. Apply 
to Trade Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 

Cycie anD Motor Cyctz SHow— 
Olympia, September 21st-26th. Apply to the British 
Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders 
Union, Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. 


TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION— 
Manchester City Hall, October 2nd-17th. Apply to the 
Organisers, 121, Deansgate, Manchester. 


INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, October 5th-9th. Apply to 
‘‘The Shoe and Leather Recorder,’’ 23, Fleet Street, 


London, E.C. 4. 
INTERNATIONAL Motor SHOW-— 


Olympia, October 8th-17th. Apply to Seciety of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mali, 


London, S.W. 1. 
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL AND Motor TRANSPORT EXHIBI- 


TION— 
Olympia, October 29th-November 7th. Apply to The 


Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 835, 
Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 


—_—— 


OVERSEAS. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF MODERN DECORATIVE 
AND INDUSTRIAL ART. 
PARIS—APRIL TO OCTOBER, 1925. 


A British Section is under organisation for the British Govern- 
ment by the Department of Overseas Trade. A National Pavilion 
has been constructed, and space has been allotted to Great Britain 
in other parts of the Exhibition area. 

Exhibits are divided into the following groups :— 


1. Architecture. 
2. Furniture and Furnishings, including Fancy Goods, 


‘extiles, Paper, Books, Sports Clothing, etc. 
3. Apparel. 
4. Theatrical, Street and Garden Arts. 


5. Educational. 
Particulars obtainable from the Department of Overseas 


Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 








JUNE 4, 1925. 





618 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


= — 


EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 





FLORENCE INTERNATIONAL Book Farr (2nD)— 
May 3rd-June 3th. For British section apply to Pub- 
lishers’ Association, Stationers’ Hall Court, London, 
E.C. 4, 
Hypravtic Power AND TouRING EXHIBITION— 
Grenoble, May-October. For syllabus apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade at address given below. 
FoIRE-EXPOSITION DE L’ ANJOU, ANGERS— 
June 5th-14th. Particulars obtainable from Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


PADUA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
June 5th-19th. 

Papua INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF WATER SuppLy AND GaAs 

INDUSTRIES— 

International Sample Fair Buildings, Padua, June 5th- 
30th. (International Congress of these industries, June 
10th-15th). For particulars apply to Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W. 1. 

BorpEAUX INTERNATIONAL AND COLONIAL SAMPLE FaIR— 

June 15th-30th. Apply to 7, rue de Maréchal-Joffre, 
Bordeaux. 

BANDOENG INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 

June 20th-July 5th. Apply to Nederlansch-Indisch 
Jaarbeurs, Menado Straat, Bandoeng. 

LITHUANIAN AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
Kovno, June 24th-29th. Apply to The Exhibition Com- 
mittee, Gedimino g-ve, Nr. 7A Kaunas. 

LAUSANNE INTERNATIONAL COLONIAL FarrR AND 6TH Swiss FAIR 

or Foop AND AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES— 
June 27th-July 26th. Apply to 2 Rue Pichard, Lau- 
sanne. 

HELSINGFORS INTERNATIONAL FINNISH Farr (€TH)— 

July 1st-6th. Apply; Finlandska Massa A.B., 
Frederiksgatan 14, Helsingfors. 

DungrrK SAMPLE FAIR OF THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES (2ND)— 
July 10th-26th. Apply: 2 Rue Gaspard Malo, 
Dunkerque. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF LABOUR-SAVING FOR HoME AND 

FARMSTEAD— 
Brussels, July 15th-August 15th. Apply to Department 
of Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 
Rica INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AND Farr (5TH)— 
. July 19th-August 2nd. 
La Paz (Boritvia) COMMERCIAL EXxuHIRITION (PERMANENT)— 
To be opened August 6th. (See the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of March 
26th, page 347.) 
REVAL INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBI- 
TION— 
August 15th-24th. Apply to ‘‘ Naitus,’’ Messelburoo, 
V. Viru uul, 12, Tallinn. 


DANUBIAN SAMPLE FarIR— 
Bratislava, August 22rd-September 2nd. 


LLUBLJANA SAMPLE FAIR (5STH)— 
August 29th-September 8th. Apply to The Yougoslavia 
Express Agency, Ltd., 25, Cockspur Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto, August 29th-September 12th. Apply to Sec- 
retary, Lumsden Building, Toronto. For British Sec- 
tion, apply to Federation of British Industries, 39, St. 
James’s Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Osto Rapio ExHIBITION— 
September Ist-15th. 

NEw ORLEANS PERMANENT INTERNATIONAL TRADE EXHIBITION— 
September 15th, opening date. See the ‘‘ Journal”’ of 
April 30th (p. 476). 

a ODONTOLOGICAL CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION 

ND) — 

Buenos Aires, October 10th-25th. See the ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
of 12th March (page 292), or apply to Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL COOKERY EXHIBITION 
Frankfort, October 24th-November 4th. Apply to De- 
partment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 

DUNEDIN EXHIBITION OF WorLD’s Arts, PRopUcts AND MANv- 

FACTURES— 

November 12th, 1925-March 31st, 1926. Apply to Exhi- 
bition Section, Federation of British Industries, 39, St. 
James’s Street, London, S.W. 1. 

HavANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr— 
December. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION oF HyGiexr, ArT AND INDUSTRY— 
Rosario, December 5th, 1925-March 5th, 1926. Apply to 
Direccion-General, Sarmiento 743, Rosario, Argentina. 








{Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is ou 
wi = may je Ane see - — to the Exhibitions and 

airs Division, Department o 
iaset, Ende .°3 1; verseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
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GERMAN IMPORTS INTO NEW SOUTH WALES 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
SYDNEY, 
According to the Returns of Customs, imports of German 
origin into New South Wales during February last 
amounted in value to £89,011, as compared with £68,165 
and £55,878 respectively in January and December, 1924. 
The values of the chief imports in February are shown in 


the following table :— 


Se > 





Commodity. | Value. | Commodity. | Vatue. 


| £ | | £ 
Upright pianos ..| 12,736 | Fertilisera ...  ...| 1,488 
Gloves (not rubber).../ 6,640 Printing machinery 
Upright player pianos| 4,927 and presses aol, opto 
Clocks ae | 2,800 Caps, casings, seal-, 








: sel 
Musical instruments} 2,504 ings, etc.... tock Boe 
Trimmings and orna-| Tools of trade .-| 1,265 

ments .20| 2,089 Cotton socks and 
Cutlery, spoons, | | stockings... oat 2500 

forks, ete. ... ...| 2,295 | Synthetic dyes ---| 1,046 
Tovs ... in ...| 2,279 | Iron and steel (bars' 
Manufactures of | ' and rods) ...| 1,044 

metals ..-| 2,118 | Gramophones, pho-| 
Machinery ... ...| 1,855 nographs, ete. .../ 1,010 
Lace for attire 7 1,514 








BRITISH MALAYA. 





JAPANESE IMPORTS. 


That the relative value of Japanese imports during recent 
years has shown a decreasing tendency is evidenced by the 
following table showing the relation of Japanese to gross 
imports into Malaya during the vears 1921-1924 and the first 
two months of 1925 :— 





Year. Total Imports. | Japanese Imports. 














Value Value Per- 

£ £ centage. 
1921 ti me ..-| 58,574,396 2,638,383 4°5 
1922 ae ei ...| 64,948,022 2,117,140 3°8 
1923 iil ane ..-| 69,231,635 2,116,738 | 3°0 
1924 ‘ae = 77,559,209 1,924,795 | 2°5 
1925 (Jan.-Feb.) 14,851,164 408,957 2°7 








—— 





Japan enjoys many advantages in the Malayan marke! 
over British and European Continental exporters, and_ it 
must be assumed that the attraction of lower prices has 
been more than counterbalanced by a recognised inferiority 
of quality. 

On the other hand, there are certain articles of manufac- 
ture, including earthenware and porcelain, glass bottles and 
glassware, cooking utensils, fancy goods and toys, and 
cement, in which Japanese competition appears to be on the 
increase. Imports of earthenware and_ porcelain from 
Japan, for example, have risen from 43 per cent. of the 
whole in 1923 to 52 per cent. in 1924 and 62 per cent. in 
the first two months of the present year; and those of cook- 
ing utensils from 20 per cent. to 26 and 32 per cent. respec- 
tively. In some cases, at any rate, it would seem that 
energetic canvassing of the market by Brilish manufacturers 
might lead to the convincing of consumers that the pur- 
chase of cheaper Japanese goods of inferior quality in these 
lines will prove false economy.—Malay States Information 


Agency, London. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 








BALANCE OF TRADE IN THE PAST FISCAL 
YEAR. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner. ) 

CALCUTTA. 
During the twelve months ended 31st March, 1925, fhe 
value of imports into India increased by Rs.19 crores, or 
s per cent., as compared with the previous fiscal year, to 
Ks.247 crores, while the total exports, including re-exports, 
were Ks.36 crores, or 10 per cent., larger at Ks.398 crores. 
The exports of Indian merchandise showed an increase of 
Rs.36,01 lakhs, or 10 per: cent., and re-exports of Ks.44 
lakhs, or 3 per cent. The grand total of imports, exports 
and re-exports amounted to Ks.645 crores, as against 

Ks.590 crores, an increase of Ks.55 crores, or 9 per cent. 
Imports of treasure (private and Government) increased 
by Ks.45,85 lakhs to Rs.99,05 lakhs. Gold bullion rose by 
is.38,08 lakhs to Rs.59,28 lakhs, and sovereigns and other 
British gold coin by Rs.7,38 lakhs to Rs.14,50 lakhs, while 
other coined gold fell by Rs.57 lakhs to Rs.36 lakhs. The 
value of silver imported increased by Rs.2,18 lakhs to 


is.24,28 lakhs, but that of currency notes decreased by 
Rs.1,22 lakhs to Rs.63 lakhs. Exports of treasure advanced 
by Ks.1,50 lakhs to Rs.5,17 lakhs. 


BALANCE OF TRADE. 

India’s visible balance of trade in merchandise and 
treasure during the twelve months ended 31st March, 
1923, 1924, and 1925, is shown in the following table. The 
figures are arrived at by combining the balances of trans- 
aclions in (a) private merchandise and (b) treasure (private 
account). The balance of remittances of funds is also 
shown with details at the end of this table. In these 
balance plus (+) signifies net export and minus (—) net 
import. 





Twelve months, April to March. 





Movement. 


1924-25. 1923-24. 1922-23. 








Rs. (lakhs). | Rs. (lakhs). | Rs. (lakhs). 








Exports of Indian mer- 


chandise (private) ... + 384,85 + 348,84 + 299,16 
Re-exports of foreign 
merchandise (private) 13,51 + 13,07 +- 15,16 


Imports of foreign 


merchandise (private) |(a) -- 243,18 |(a) - 217,03 |(a) - 224,31 





Balance of trade in 

















merchandise (private) + 155,18 + 144,88 + 90,01 
Gold (private)* sia - 73,78 - 29,19 — 41,18 
Silver (private) * ‘es — 20,06 —- 18,38 —- 18,17 
Currency notes (pri- 
vate) ... : - 28 - 1,08 -- 91 
Balance of trans- 
actions in treasure 
(private) ove - 94,12 —~ 48,65 ~ 60,26 
Total visible balance 
of trade ... | 61,06 - 96,23 + 29,75 








Counc?! Bills, pur- 
chases of sterling and 
other Government 
remittances to the 
United Kingdom (b) - §6,35 — 33,39 - 7.06 
Sterling transfers on 
London sold in India — —_ 
Transfers of Govern- 

ment securities idle — 38 — 35 + 362 
Interest drafts on 
India in respect of 
Government of India 











securities... oes - 41 ~ 44 | - 35 
Balance of remit- 
tances of funds...| — 57,14 - 3418 — 











(a) Exclusive of the value of railway materials imported direct 
by State railways working under company management, 
which was not paid for in the ordinary way and not therefore 
taken into account in arriving at the balance of trade (Rs.8,40 
lakhs in 1922-23, Rs.10,58 lakhs in 1923-24, and Rs.3,47 lakhs :n 
1924-25). 

(b) This head now includes, in addition to Council Bills, (1) 
Sterling purchases in India and (2) payments in India to Local 
Bodies, etc., against proceeds of sterling loans floated by them 
in London and taken over by the Secretary of State. 


* These exclude transactions which do not enter into the 
balance of trade. 
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On the whole, the year was a disappointing one so far as 
unports are concerned, and, although the shipments of 
textiles have substantially increased, the hopes of a much 
larger trade, which were based upon the material reduc- 
tion in the price of American cotton, were not realised 
owing to the fact that Lancashire cloth prices did not 
follow the drop in the price of the raw material and still 
remain well above the purchasing power of India. 

The export trade, however, registered a further distinct 
advance, and the enormous imports of precious metals 
show the prosperity of the country and prove that a latent 
purchasing power is still being built up which must, 
sooner or later, be translated into purchases of imported 
goods. Exchange for the greater portion of the year 
stood at about ls. 6d. T.T., but even this relative advan- 
lage of 123 per cent. above Is. 4d. was not sufficient to 
induce Indian importers to purchase on any considerable 
scale. 

[NorE.—We hope to be able to publish in the next issue of 
the “‘ Journal’’ a detailed account of the Import Trade of 
sritish India during the past fiscal year. ] 





CYPRUS. 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN 1924. 


According to the ‘*‘ Cyprus Agricultural Journal,’’ the 
vear under review, from an agricultural point of view, 
cannot be considered a bad one. Although the cereals and 
grape crops were not so good as in 1923, the prices 
realised were higher; those for cotton were also satis- 
factory. During last year 35,792 animals (horses, mules, 
donkeys, camels, oxen, goats, sheep and pigs) were ex- 
ported, as against 14,315 in the previous year, the export 
of every class of animal having increased. The fruit crop 
(oranges, apricots, peaches, apples, melons, cherries and 
wainuts) was good. Large quantities of fruit were ex- 
ported, and now that the Department of Agriculture has a 
properly qualified entomologist the annual production 
should increase, as the insect pests which destroy such 
large quantities of fruit will gradually be diminished. The 
wine industry is improving, and the Department continues 
to employ its expert, who resides in the wine-producing 
villages, explaining and demonstrating to the villagers what 
is required. There were 16,000 wine growers in 1924, and 
the area under cultivation was about 260,000 donums, as 
against 241,280 donums in 1923. The carob crop was good, 
as were the prices realised. The Flax Society completed 
their factory at Zodia, where most of the island crop has 
been scutched. It is stated that other factories and plants 
will be laid down, for it is considered that were scutching 
factories more common in the island there would be larger 
quantities of flax grown. The following table shows the 
production of some of the principal crops in 1924, together 
with the comparative figures for 1923 :— 























Crop. 1924. 1923. 

Yield. Yield. 
Wheat ... seu (kiles) 1,851,000 2,611,000 
Barley ... ‘ins (kiles) 1,696,000 2,441,000 
Oats ine ie (kiles) 205,000 286,000 
Vetches (kiles) 165,000 193,000 
Grapes ... ave (okes) 34,000,000 41,496,213 
Wine ... .-- (gallons) 2,955,446 5,771,890 
Spirits ... ..-. (gallons) 819,602 | 299,146 
Raisins ... yin (okes) 3,132,120 999,740 
Potatoes oon (okes) 6,560,210 5,720,990 
Cotton ... seid (okes) 1,455,310 956,343 




















SOUTH AFRICA. 


RECENT BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


Preparations for the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
gave a considerable stimulus to retail business, but reports 
from individual centres indicate that apart from this special 
trade there has not lately been much improvement in 
ordinary business, states the Standard Bank of South Africa, 
Ltd., in its Monthly Review. 

The improved financial position of the Union, however, and 
the increased earnings of the railways afford evidence of 
advancement by the country as a whole. The Returns of 
imports and exports, moreover, show a satisfactory expan- 
sion of overseas trade. Of the total imports into British 
South Africa during 1924 623 per cent. came from the 
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British Empire, and the effect of the revised Customs Tariff 
in this and other respects will be watched with interest. 

Statistics recently published show that the total number 
of insolvencies in the Union dropped from 2,263 in 1923 to 
1,941 in 1924, the principal improvement being seen in agri- 
cultural bankruptcies, which decreased by 310. On the 
other hand commercial embarrassments and compulsory 
sequestrations in the Cape and the Orange Free State were 
more numerous than in 1923. In Southern Rhodesia the 
number of insolvencies during 1924 totalled 35, of which 15 
were commercial and 10 agricultural. 

The wool market has net recovered from the sel-back ex- 
perienced early in the year. 

In regard to the increasing production of diamonds oul- 
side the Union, it is to be noted that the total output from 
the Belgian Congo in 1924 amounted to 660,000 carats, com- 
pared with 540,000 in 1923. In the Gold Coast territory 
West Africa) exports, which in 1920 totalled 102 carats only, 
rose to 63,000 carats for the year 1924. 

The combined cost of living index rose during March by 
three points to 1,452, due mainly to an increase in the price 
of eggs and butter. Indices of industrial activily reflect in- 
creased movement at the Cape, Port Elizabeth and the Wit- 
watersrand, the upward tendency being most marked al 
Port Elizabeth. At Durban, however, some decrease has 
been recorded. 

In the gold-mining industry the outstanding feature dur- 
ing recent months has been the continued reduction in 
working costs, which has resulted in a general increase in 
the payable ore reserves. 





EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 





DIRECTION OF FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY- 
APRIL. 


(From the British Ambassador. ) 
PARIS. 

The returns of French foreign trade with individual coun- 
tries during the first four months of 1925, which are sum.- 
inarised in the ‘‘ Journée Industrielle,’’ show that the value 
of imports from the United Kingdom amounted to 1,582 
inillion francs, as against 1,785 million frs. in the first four 
months of 1924, a decrease of about 200 million frs. Lmports 
from Belgium and Luxemburg rose by 12 million frs., and 
trom the United States by 9 million frs., whereas there was 
a decrease in imports from Germany of 5 million frs., fron: 
Italy of 106 million frs., and also from Sweden, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Spain, Canada and Tunisia. With these exceptions, 
the value of imports from all countries separately classified 
in the Customs returns show an increase. 

The value of French exports to the United Kingdom in the 
first four months of the year amounted to 2,980 million frs 
as again 2,833 million frs., an increase of 47 million frs. 
xporss to Germany fell by 121 million frs., to Belgium and 
Luxemburg by 368 million frs., to Switzerland by 117 million 
frs., and to the United States by 208 million frs. There was 
also a decrease in the value of exports to Sweden, Norway, 
Holland, Japan and Argentina. Exports to all other coun- 
iries separately classified in the Customs returns show an 
advance 

During the first four months of 1925 the value of French 
imports from foreign countries amounted to 11,694 million 
irs., as against 11,207 million frs. in the first four months 
of 1924 an increase of 513 million frs., and that of exports to 
12.569 million frs., as against 13,358 million frs., a decrease 
of 798 million frs. The value of imports from French 
colonies and protectorales amounted to 1,182 million frs., as 
compared with 1,283 million frs., a decrease of 101 million 
frs., and that of exports to 1,917 million frs., as against 1,631 
million frs., an increase of 286 million frs. French trade 
with foreign countries consequently showed a favourable 
balance of 866 million frs., during the first four months of 
1925 against 1,151 million frs. in the first four months of 
1924, and her trade with her colonies and protectorates a 
favourable balance of 735 million frs., as compared with 348 
million frs. in the previous period. 





NORWAY. 


THE CANNING INDUSTRY. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Oslo in his report on 
the Economic and Industrial Conditions in Norway (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 2s. net, 2s. 1d. post free) states that 
after a series of unsuccessful years a much-needed improve- 
ment has taken place in the position of the canning indus- 
try. In 1924 fishing was unusually good, the brisling being 
of excellent quality, and all factories were kept fairly well 
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employed from early in July until the end of October, when 
packing practically ceased. There does not appear to be any 
great competition in foreign markets with Norwegian 
brisling, but other countries are beginning to pack a 
cheaper class of goods, which competes with the Norwegian 
small herring. The failure of the Portuguese sardine 
fisheries has resulted in increased orders for unsmoked sar- 
dines for Mediterranean ports, South America and other 
destinations. Norwegian packers have had no difficulty in 
meeting a considerable demand for brisling, for which they 
were able to obtain high prices, and at the end of last year 
they still held a stock of about 120,000 cases of high-grade 
goods. 

The total value of canned goods exported in 1924 was 
about 838 million kroner, as compared with 38 million 
kroner in 1923. Large quantities were exported to the 
United Kingdom and the United States, but trade with the 
latter country was smaller than was expected. Prospects 
for 1925 appear favourable in view of the good quality of 
the 1924 pack, which is expected to create a larger demand. 
As, however, there is a carry-over of stocks for the first time 
for some years, it is possible that lower prices may. be 
necessary. Large quantities of kippered herring were 
packed in 1924 and found ready buyers, chiefly in Canada 
and the United States, but it is reported that a considerable 
proportion of these goods remain undisposed of, and 
reduced sales in 1925 are consequently anticipated. 





ASIA. 





CHINA. 


— — 


TRADE OF HANKOW IN MARCH QUARTER. 


(From the Acting Consul-General. ) 
HANKOw. 


Trade during the quarter under review has been ham- 
pered by the internal political situation, and, owing to the 
complete collapse of the railway system, has been entirely 
dislocated with territory served by the Peking-Hankow Rail- 
way, more particularly Honan and Shensi. 

The import of piece-goods generally has been unsatis- 
factory, while the unsettled state of the country did nol 
allow of goods going freely into the interior despite the 
paucily of stocks held there. Prices remained poor, mostly 
ruling below replacing costs in Manchester. 

Imports of metals were small, but considerable stocks 
are held in China, either unsold or not yet taken up. The 
sugar trade suffered from the disturbed political situation 
in the interior until December, after which an improvement! 
was noted. The imports of refined and native sugar during 
last year amounted to 1,066,509 piculs as against 968,397 
piculs and 1,255,465 piculs respectively in the two previous 
Vears, 

As regards engineering, no contracts of great importance 
were booked during 1924, but a few quite considerable ones 
have been placed with British firms. There has, however, 
been the usual smaller business going on all the time, and 
Briltisii manufacturers would appear to be holding their own 
in the engineering line in Hankow, 


Export TRADE, 

;xports, on the whole, have been well maintained. Trade, 
however, is still handicapped to some extent by the ex- 
tremely small number of sound dealers. As a result the 
business done has been conducted on a less unsound basis 
than before, and there has been a noticeable decline in reck- 
less short forward selling. The tea season was satisfactor) 
from the point of view of exporters, though the Chinese tea 
merchants are said to have lost money. The crop was ex- 
ceptionally poor, there being a shortage of 30 per cent. as 
compared with 1923. Prices on the other hand were higher, 
and there was a brisk demand from London and the Con- 
linent. hiukiang teas—Keemuns, Ningchows and Monines 
—showed an increase of 40 per cent. over 1923, and prices 
realised were higher. 

The quality of wood-oil was good, and exports to both 
Europe and America showed an increase. The 1923 cotton 
crop was exhausted by the end of June, and the Chinese 
planted a larger area, the yield from which is expected to 
be from 25 per cent. or 30 per cent. higher than in 1923. 
The bulk of the exports are for Shanghai, but exports to 
Japan are increasing. The 1924 sesame seed crop was very dis- 
appointing, but, contrary to expectation, the bean crop was 
fairly satisfactory, and supplies found ready buyers in 
Kurone, particularly in the United Kingdom. Prices were 
high, and available supplies for export, totalling some sixty 
thousand tons, were practically exhausted by the end of 
October. There has been a revived demand for hides at 
attractive prices from Europe, but demands from Japan, who 
has been the principal buyer of late years, have declined. 
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DENMARK. 





SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES. 
(From the British Commercial Secretary. 
, COPENHAGEN, 

'stimated receipts from taxes and dulies during the past 
financial year having been exceeded by 16 million kroners, 
the revenue side of the Current Account has been increased 
hy 13,884,657 kr. Receipts from sources which did not 
realise anticipations included State undertakings, which. 
according lo the Supplementary Estimates presented to the 
Riksdag for 1924-25, vielded over two million kr. less than 
the comparatively modest surplus of some 42 million kr, 
estimated in thé Financial Law. The expenditure side of 
the Current Account shows on these Supplementary Esti- 
mates an increase of 56,036,837 kr., whereby there appears 
a surplus expenditure of 42,152,180 kr. In the Financial 
Law as passed this Account showed a surplus revenue of 
16,921,493 kr., which is now therefore reduced to about 
4° million kr. 

Qn the Capital Account the Supplementary Estimates 
show an increase of 16,610,599 kr. on the revenue side, and 
f 52,166,091 kr. in expenditure. <A surplus expenditure of 
35,555,492 kr. must be added, therefore, to the deficit of 
21,110,718 kr. foreseen in the Financial Law 

(n the expenditure side of the Capital Account the most 
noticeable items are 17,326,262 kr. for the State Railways 
and 3,700,000 kr. for private lines. Further, among a num- 
ber of loans, mention may be made of three million kr, 
for communal and private building enterprises. 

NoreE.—The passage of the Danish Financial Law for 
1925-26 and details of receipts and expenditure on the 
Current Account were dealt with in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 21st 
May. pages 568-9. 
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Shipping and Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 








AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY AT SEA. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of plate to 
Captain A. L. Greenlaw, master, and a pair of binoculars 
lo Mr. B. Schmeisser, mate, of the tug ‘‘ Ocean Eagle ’’ of 
st. John, New Brunswick, in recognition of their services 
lo the survivors of the steam-trawler ‘* Mikado” of 
Grimsby, 

During a thick fog, with a heavy sea running, the 
‘ Mikado,’’ with a crew of 17 hands, struck the rocks to 
the west of Louisburg, Nova Scotia, about midnight on 
25th May, 1924. An attempt was made to launch the only 
lifeboat on board, but this was found to be jammed in the 
chocks. 

fhe skipper and four members of the crew were washed 
overboard and lost their lives, while the remainder, owing 
lo the vessel heeling over and submerging, were obliged 
to climb into the rigging for safety, where they remained 
lor the rest of the night, suffering greatly from exposure 
and exhaustion. Unfortunately, three died while in the 
rigging, 

\bout midday on 26th May the ‘‘ Ocean’ Eagle’ 
approached, but owing to the rocks could only get to 
Within about one hundred yards of the wreck. A small 
boat was then launched in charge of Captain Greenlaw, 
and, manned by two of his crew, pulled as near as possible 
lo the ** Mikado,’’ when a rope was thrown into’ the 
breakers, and two survivors were hauled into the boat, 
frou, Which they were transferred to the tug. This opera- 
lion was repeated, and three more of the ‘‘ Mikado’s ”’ crew 
were rescued, 

Later this boat, in command of Mr. Schmeisser, with a 
crew of four from the ‘‘ Ocean’ Eagle,’’ succeeded in 
rescuing the four remaining survivors of the ‘‘ Mikado,’ 
‘nd transferred them to the tug. One of these four, how- 
ever, subsequently died on board the *‘ Ocean Eagle.”’ 
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SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 





CASUALTY RETURNS FOR APRIL. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following classified summary of the number and total gross 
tonnage of vessels posted in the Loss Book during the month 
of April in the undermentioned years :— 














1925. 1924 1923. 
NATIONALITY. 3 — 
No. | Gr. tons. No. | Gr. tons.' No. | Gr. tons. 
BRITISH. | 
Sail ons oo. 20 — 1 1,937 — — 
Steam... ... 3) 7,785 | 5{| 19,958! 1) 3,116 
FOREIGN. 
American— 
ee ax, Be ae 885 1] 1,035 11. 12,012 
Steam... .. — — 5 10,845 2 8.487 
J apanese— | 
is oo. — — — — — | — 
Steam... w 4; 9,044 2 1,611 3 | 8,198 
Scandinavian— 
Sail... ce | | —_ — — — 
Steam. ] | 911 — -— l 3,297 


Rest of World— 
ia see l 1,051 2 2,194 — — 
Steam ... .- 4| 4,407; 8 | 30,145 7] 16,720 
Totals... oe 14; 24,053 241] 67,725 26: 51,825 


ADEN. 














REDUCTION OF CHARGES ON IMPORTS AND 
EXPORTS. 

According to a correction slip to the Aden Port Trust By- 
Laws, issued by the Marine Department of the Government 
af Bombay and forwarded by H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Calcutta, the proposal that the scale of tolls, rates and 
charges on imports into and exports from Aden of goods 
shouid be reduced by 20 per cent., was acceded to by the 
Governor-in-Council to take effect as from 15th March last. 














=, PACIFIC 


TO CANADA AND U.S.A. 


SOUTHAMPTON TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 
Via Cherbourg. 

MINNEDOSA - .. 18 Tune EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND (Q)27 June 
EMPRESS OF FRANCE (Q) 20 June {MELITA » 2 July 
(t) Via Queenstown, (Q) Quebec only, 
LIVERPOOL TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 

MONTCALM .. -» 3 June MONTROSE .. .. 26 June 


LANADIAN 2524, 





MONTCLARE .. 19 June MONTROYAL os § July 
GLASGOW TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 
MONTREAL (B) .. 12 June MARLOCH (B) _.._-—sT9 June 


(B) Via Belfast. 


LONDON TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 
*BAWTRY (Via Antwerp) 6 June *BATSFORD (Via Havre) 13 Jun 


AVONMOUTH TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 


STEAMER Si a0 - a ; an i 7 — 
SWANSEA TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 

STEAMER of on * ‘i an - - ee — —s | 
ANTWERP TO — AND MONTREAL. 

*BAW rRY ee ee 8 June 
HAMBURG 10 QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 

STEAMER ‘it > ~ - ‘ , - — 


HAVRE TO QUEBEC AND MONTREAL. 
*BATSFORD .. -. 15 June *BOSWORTH .. es 29 June 
* Freight only. 
JAPAN AND CHINA. 
Sailings from Vancouver. 
EMPRESS OF RUSSIA 25 June EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA 9 July 


NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA. 
Via Canadian Pacific and Canadian Australasian Mail Service 
from Vancouver to Honolulu, Suva, Auckland and Sydney. 


NIAGARA ee oo 3 Jap AORANGI ee -- 29 July 
Merchandise by Dominion Express To Att PorntTs, 


Apply CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


London: 62-5, Charing Cross, S.W.1; 103, Leadenhall St., E.C.3. 

Liverpool: Royal Liver Building, Pierhead. Southampton: Canute 

Road, Antwerp: 25, Quai Jordaens. Brussels: 98. Boulevard Adolphe 

Max. Hamburg: Alsterdamm 24. Rotterdam: Coolsingel 42. Paris: 

7, Rue Scribe. Christiania: Jernbanetorvet 4. Warsaw: 117, Mars- 

zalowska. Prague: 11, Havlickovo namesti. Vienna: 6, Karntnering, 
or Local Agents Everywhere. 


ss ee Oe —— 
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SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS - Continued. 
SWEDEN. 








PORT TRAFFIC IN MARCH QUARTER. 


According to the ‘‘ Scandinavian Shipping Gazette ”’ a total 
of 4,530 vessels, measuring about 2,287,000 net tons, sailed 
from Swedish ports during the first quarter of the year, 
whereas last year the figures for the same period were 2,501 
and 1.942.000 tons. Of this year’s returns, 2,065 vessels of 
1,034,000 tons were Swedish. 

The outward traffic was distributed over the three princi 
pal ports as follows:—Gothenburg 742 vessels and 611,000 
tons (last year 550 and 648,000), Malm6 1,021 and 487,000 
against 529 and 347,000, and Stockholm 377 and 279,000 com- 
pared with 237 and 203,000. The Malmé figures include the 
ferry services, which comprise 560 sailings and 288,000 tons, 
as against 348 vessels and 233,000 tons in the March quarter 
of 1924. 





Minerals and Metals. 





BELGIUM. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF FUEL IN MARCH 
QUARTER. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels has for- 
warded the following particulars of Belgium’s imports and 
exports of coal, coke and patent fuel during the first quarter 
of this and last year, as published in the ‘‘ Moniteur des 
Interets Materiels ’’ :— 

COAL. 





| 
Imports. Exports. 

































































| 

Month. | i | > 
1925. 1924. | 1925. 1924. 

| 
See | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | 
January ... 648,197 828,942 145,185 | 129,451 
February ...| 801,666 774,402 | 89,621 | 174,812 
March ... _...|. 802,927 | 903,862 | 127,214 | 203,566 
Total _...| 2,262,790 | 2,607,206 | 362,020 | 507,829 

| 
CoKF. 
Imports. Exports. 

Month. 

1925. 1924. 1925. 1924. 
rear Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
January ... 219,601 183,092 72,955 | 47,544 
February —_ 142,419 176,465 61,799 | 86,987 
March ... nes 164,743 213,434 84,996 | 42,048 

Total ...| 526,763 | 572,991 | 219,750 | 176,579 
| , eae | 
PATENT FUEL. 
Imports. Exports. 
Month. — Ts 

1925. 1924. 1925. 1924. 
ieee Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
January ... bail 7,753 20,848 | 46,895 | 24,522 
February bee 6,410 13,020 | 48,569 | 27,717 
March ... ... 8,501 18,011 | 65,420 | 36,739 

Total ...| 22,664 51,879 | 160,884 | 89,028 














~ — 


IMporr SOURCES AND Export DESTINATIONS. 

During the first quarter of 1925 844,016 tons of coal were 
imported from Germany, 839,305 tons from Great Britain, 
300,100 tons from France and 279,369 tons from Holland, 
while 346,114 tons of coke were received from Germany and 
141,744 tons from Holland. From Belgium there were ex- 
ported during the same period 276,000 tons of coal to Great 
Britain, 216,957 tons of coke and 101,485 tons of patent fuel 
to France. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—Continued. 
GERMANY. 








COAL OUTPUT IN APRIL. 


(From the British Commercial Secretary.) 
BERLIN. 


The following particulars of German coal production 
(exclusive of the Ruhr district) during April have been 
published in the “ Berliner Tageblatt ’’ :— 

Upper Silesia.—The pit coal production in German Upper 
Silesia amounted in April to 949,113 tons, as compared 
with 1,085,087 tons in March. The increase compared 
with April, 1913, was 24,871 toms, or 27 per cent. The 
coke production totalled to 86,701 tons, a decrease com- 
pared with April, 1924, of 16,840 tons, or 163 per cent., 
against one of 20,292 tons, or 19 per cent., in April, 1913. 
The production of briquettes amounted in April to 21,112 
tons, and the stocks at the end of the month totalled 
24,967 tons. The number of miners was 11,230 more than 
at the same time as compared with 1913, marking an in- 
crease of 32:5 per cent., whereas production was _ only 
2-7 per cent. larger. 

Lower Silesia.—Outputs amounted to 424,154 _ tons 
against 427,240 tons in the corresponding month of 1924, 
representing a decrease of O'7 per cent., or one of 88 per 
cent. as compared with 1913 (465,307 tons). On the other 
hand, the production of coke increased from 72,057 tons in 
April, 1913, and 64,865 tons in April, 1924, to 74,654 tons 
in the month under review, representing an_increase of 36 
per cent. and 151 per cent. respectively. ‘The production 
of briquettes declined from 7,470 tons, or by 287 per cent. 
in 1924, and from 8,899 tons or by 40°1 per cent. in April, 
1913, to 5,328 tons. 

Saxony.—Production in April was 306,074 tons, agains! 
325,975 tons in April last year, and 457,939 tons in April, 
1913. Thus there was a decrease by 33 per cent. against 
1913, and by 6 per cent. against 1924. The output of coke 
was 14,842 tons, thus declining by 24 per cent. in 1924 
from 19,510 tons, but increasing by 44 per cent. in 1915 
from 1,030 tons. The production of briquettes rose from 
3,808 tons in April, 1913, and from 4,242 tons in April, 
1924, to 7,859 tons in April, 1925. 

Central German Lignite Mines.—The output of raw coal 
in April amounted to 7,329,420 tons, against 8,345,626 tons 
in March, the briquette output to 1,835,747 tons, against 
2,064,388 tons, and the coke production to 34,055 tons, 
against 31,548 tons. Thus there was a decline of 12'°2 per 
cept. in raw coal and of 111 per cent. in briquettes, whiie 
coke production increased by 79 per cent. 

Rhineland.—The coal output amounted to 3,136,288 tons 
in the month under survey, against 2,694,319 tons in April, 
1924, and 1,669,500 tons in April, 1913, showing increases 
respectively of 141 per cent. and 468 per cent. ‘The 
briquette production totalled 726,295 tons, as compared 
with 618,571 tons in April, 1924, and 455,400 tons in April, 
1913, i.e., an increase by 148 per cent. and 35°8 per cent. 
respectively. 








—— 


Chemicals. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








EXPORTS OF CHEMICALS IN MARCH 
QUARTER. 


Exports of chemicals and allied products from the United 
States to foreign countries during the first quarter of 1925 
reached a total value of 36,034,000 dols., and showed 11 per 
cent. increase over the corresponding period of last year, 
states ‘‘Commerce Reports’’ (United States Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Washington). This 
figure was also higher than that for any single quarter in 
1924. Shipments of naval stores, paints and varnishes, ex- 
plosives and perfumery and toilet preparations were all 
larger than during any quarter of the preceding year. 


NAVAL STORES, PAINTS AND VARNISHES. 


Of the major groups naval stores represented the biggest 
change, having risen 43 per cent. in value from 4,251,000 
dols. in the first three months of 1924 to 6,079,900 dols. in 
January-March, 1925. Exports of rosin advanced from 
288,000 barrels, valued at 2,510,000 dols., to 295,000 berrels, 
worth 3,693,000 dols. Whereas 722,000 gallons more spirits 
of turpentine were shipped abroad during the first quarter 
of this year than in the corresponding period in 1924, or a 
total of 2,057,000 gallons, valued at 1,907,000 dols., 32,000 
gallons less of wood turpentine, or a total of 93,060 gallons, 
were exported. Although turpentine substitutes gained in 
quantities shipped from 225,300 gallons to 264,000 gallons, 
they fell in value from 73,300 dols. to 70,000 dols. 
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CHEMICALS— Continued. 





The export of pigments, paints and varnishes during the 
past quarter, which reached a value of 4,133,000 dols., was 
more favourable than it has been for over a year and a half, 
and showed an improvement of 8 per cent. over the corre- 
sponding period of the preceding year. The only losses 
registered occurred in the sales of all pigments except zinc 
oxide, as all the other commodities included under this 
group showed an increase in valuation of shipments. 

The following amounts of paints and varnishes left the 
United States for foreign countries in the first three months 
of 1925:—Enamel paints, 453,000 Ibs., valued at 130,000 
dols.; cther ready-mixed paints, 477,000 gals., valued at 
1,063,000 dols; other paints, 2,811,000 Ibs., valued at 
448,000 dols.; oil varnishes, 172,000 gals., valued at 306,000 
dols.; and other varnishes, 92,000 gals., valued at 171,000 
dols. 

SULPHUR AND FERTILISERS. 


Sulphur exports improved 33 per cent. in quantity and 
50 per cent. in value from 93,400 tons, valued it 1,443,000 
dols., to 125,000 tons, worth 2,165,000 dols. France, Ger- 
many, Australia, Spain and the United Kingdom were the 
leading consumers in the order named. 

Although the quantity of fertilisers exported during the 
first three months of 1925 was very slightly under the figure 
of the corresponding period in 1924—3 per cent. less—the 
value was 5 per cent. less Total shipments amounted to 
238,000 tons, valued at 3,906,000 dols. 

Ammonium sulphate showed the biggest decline, having 
diminished from 36,500 tons, valued at 2,224,009 dols., to 
23,300 tons, worth 1,290,000 dols. Whereas shipments of 
high-grade hard rock rose from 34,800 tons, valued at 
397,009 dols., to 39,700 tons, worth 515,000 dols., those of 
land pebble fell from 134,000 tons, valued at 660,000 dols., to 
129,000 tons, worth 635,000 dols. 

A marked improvement was evident in the demand for 
superphosphates as values doubled during the periods 
under discussion. The quantities shipped, however, showed 
a gain of but 26 per cent. 


INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, Expnosives, Etc. 


Although the exports of industrial chemicals during the 
first three months of 1925, valued at 2,470,000 dols., showed 
but a slight change—a gain of one per cent.—as related to 
the corresponding period of 1924, shipments during March 
were higher than for any single month throughout 1924, 
Larger amounts of acids and anhydrides, aluminium 
sulphate, acetate of lime, bleaching powder, copper sul- 
phate, dextrine, and formaldehyde were sent abroad during 
the present quarter than during the first quarter of 1924, 
The following table records the leading industrial chemicals 
exported in the first three months of 1924 and 1925 :— 


_ T 



































1925. | 1924. 
January—March. January—March. 
Items. rer 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
Lbs. Dols. ‘Lbs. Dols. 
Acids & anhydrides ~- 289,892 —- 247,197 
Ammonia and am-!| 
monium com- 
pounds... 1,246,410 | 269,071 878,816 273,206 
Dextrine ..-| 8,036,392 | 352,289 | 6,306,637 246,082 
Sodas and sodium 
compounds ..| 86,491,608 |2,004,595 | 79,524,121 | 2,310,911 
Caustic soda .| 23,586,623 | 711,733 |23,659,092 | 731,641 











_— 


In the explosives group, which recorded an advance of 
37 per cent. in value during the first quarter of 1925 as 
compared with the corresponding period of 1924, each of 
the several classes, with the exception of dynamite, showed 
larger amounts sent to foreign countries. The total ship- 
ments of explosives for the period reached 6,159,000 Ibs., 
valued at 1,135,000 dols. Dynamite accounted for 60 per 
cent. of this figure. 

Although exports of coal-tar chemicals for the first quarter 
of 1925, amounting to 2,642,000 dols., were 19 per cent. 
less than those for the corresponding period of 1924, they 
were 47 per cent. higher than those for the last quarter of 
the vear. The decline, as in 1924, occurred in sales of 
benzol. Larger shipments of crude distillates other than 
benzol, tar, pitch, aniline oil and salts, all other inter- 
mediates, dyes, medicinals, and photographic chemicals 
were made during the period under discussion. The out- 
going shipments of coal tar colours, dyes and stains in the 
first three months of 1925 amounted to 1,990,000 Ibs., valued 
at 554,000 dols. 

Foreign sales of medicinal and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions continued th. upward movement throughout the 
period until a total of 4,826,000 dols. worth left the United 
States. This represented an improvement of 13 per cent. 
over the corresponding period of 1924. 
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CHEMICALS-— Continued. 


The favourable condition of the export trade of per- 
fumery and toilet preparations was maintained, and a total 
of 1,814,000 dols. worth was sent abroad during the first 
three months of 1925. Heavier shipments of perfumery and 
toilet waters, talcum and other toilet powders, and denti- 
frices were made this year than last. 


—>— 


Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


GERMANY-SWITZERLAND. 











ADDITIONAL AGREEMENT REGARDING 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 


The ‘‘ Feuille Officielle Suisse du Commerce ”’ of 22nd May 
contains the text of an Additional Protocol, signed on 11th 
May, to the Protocol concluded between Germany and Swit- 
zerland on 17th November last regarding import restrictions. 
(See the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 28th December last (pages 708-10).) 
The Additional Protocol, which is to come into force ten days 
after ratification (which took place on 20th May), provides 
for the increase, to the amounts shown, of the import con- 
tingents on the following goods imported into Germany 
from Switzerland :— 





























No. in | Contingent 
German , for the period 
Customs Articles. Ist Sees 

Tariff. 30th Sept. 
- | ” 

| 
Quintals. 
ex. 176 | Sugar, except molasses eee oe 200 
205-207 | Margarine, margarine cheese, artificial 
edible fats ... i ead ad 1,400 
ex. 219 | Cattle meat, simply prepared, even 
with added vegetables, potatoes, 
etc., in hermetically sealed recep- | 
tacles see die ont tes 700 

230a Cement ies one pes par 100,000 

316a Carbide of calcium ... oes seid 50,000 

317 f Ferrosilicon eee -_ ote 4 10,000 

317k Cyanamide of lime (nitrogenous lime) | 35,000 
432a,b | Fabrics of wool covered by these 

Tariff headings val ae sin 200 
432c Fabrics of wool covered by this Tariff | 
heading __.... ies ue bie 2,000 
ex. 

440-442 | Cotton yarns up to No. 47 English... 20,000 
456 Cotton fabrics, dressed, bleached ... 3,000 
457 Cotton fabrics, dyed, printed, colour 

woven mee vail aa eet 1,250 
465 Embroideries ... ish oan om 1,000 
556c Boots and shoes, weighing 600 grs. 

or less each ... ose as re 350 

639a Celluloid one ve —_ _ 300 

| 








Provision is also made for the importation of certain goods 
into Switzerland from Germany by way of exception to the 
existing Swiss import restrictions, 





AUSTRIA-GREECE. 





COMMERCIAL CONVENTION. 


The Ausirian ‘* Bundesgesetzblatt ’’ of 19th May contains 
an Order, dated 5th May, bringing into operation, as from 
12th May, the Commercial Convention which was signed on 
kth April between Greece and Austria. The Convention is to 
operate until six months after the exchange of ratifications 
(which has not yet taken place), but if denounced within 
three rnonths of the expiration of this period is to be con- 
tinued im force for three-monthly periods, subject to three 
months’ notice of denunciation. 

The Convention provides that Greek goods in general are 
to receive most-favoured-nation treatment on importation 
into Austria, and fixes the Austrian import duties on certain 
Greek products at rates specified in the Convention, the 
rates fixed for dried figs for making coffee substitutes (2 gold 
kr. per 100 kilogs.*) and for currants (15 gold kr. per 100 
kilogs.*) being lower than those formerly in force under the 
Austrian Tariff. 

Austrian goods in general are to be duliable on imports- 
iion into Greece at the ‘‘ Conventional’’ rates of the pre- 








* These reduced duties are also applicable to similar goods pro- 


duced or manufactured in the United Kingdom or in other parts 
of the British Empire entitled to most-favoured-nation treat- 


ment in Austria. 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS—Continued. 





sent Tariff; if a new Greek Customs Tariff is introduced 
during the period of validity of the Convention, they are to 
be dutiable at the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ rates of the new Tariff 
instead of the present ‘“‘ Conventional’ rates. If Greece 
grants duties lower than those of the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ rates of 
the new Tariff to a third Power, these duties are also to be 
applied to articles of Austrian origin or manufacture, except 
in the case of reductions granted in return for special com- 
pensations, when Austria may only claim the benefit of the 
reduced duties on granting reasonable and equivalent com- 
pensation to Greece. 

Austria agrees to buy certain quantities of Greek tobacco 
on condition that the price is not higher than that of tobacco 
of the same quality from other countries. 


—<>— 


Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


FOREIGN. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


LIST OF GOODS SUBJECT TO THE “ LUXURY ” 
TAX AMENDED. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Prague has 
forwarded copy of an Ordinance of the 4th April, effective 
as frora the 24th April, which amends in various particulars 
the list of goods which are subject to the “ luxury ” tax in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Motor cars, chassis and engines therefor having a cylinder 
capacity of not more than 1°95 litres, as well as bodies and 
heavy electric fittings for such vehicles, are now exempt from 
taxation. (Previously all cars with a cylinder capacity of 
more than 1°80 litres were subject to the tax.) Other 
articles affected by the Order include embroideries, lace 
coverlets, hats, underclothing, balls for sports purposes, 
and articles for illumination. 

Copy of the Ordinance may be seen by persons interested 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. 
London, S.W. 1. 

















ESTHONIA. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN FOR POSTAL 
PARCELS. 


According to information which has been reccived from 
the Esthonian Consul-General in London certificates of 
origin issued by British Chambers of Commerce in respect of 
goods shipped or forwarded to Esthonia in postal parcels 
must show the gross and net weights in kilogrammes of each 
shipment or parcel, in addition to a description of the 
goods, their value, and the country of origin. 

Certificates which do not show the weight of the goods 
are not accepted by the Esthonian Customs authorities, and 
no reduction of Customs duties is granted in such cases. 








GREECE. 





ENFORCEMENT OF NEW TARIFF 
POSTPONED. 
H.M. Minister at Athens reports, by telegraph, that the 
introduction of the new Greek Customs Tariff has been post- 
poned until 31st December. 





ITALY. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rome re- 
ports, by telegraph, that the price fixed, for the period 31s! 
May tc 6th June, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 482 lire per 100 lire gold—+z.e., the surcharge when 
duties are paid in paper is 382 per cent. 

|The price of certificates for the previous week was 475 
lire per 100 lire gold. ] 





JAPAN. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 


The Board of Trade understand that the only goods for 
which certificates of origin are at present necessary on 
importation into Japan are those in respect of which re- 
duced duties are prescribed by the Franco-Japanese Com- 
mercial Convention of 19th August, 1911, and the Italo- 
Japanese Commercial Treaty of 25th November, 1912. 
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The goods covered by these Treaties are as follows :— 
UNDER THE FRANCO-JAPANESE CONVENTION. 





a 











— 
Ho. —— | Articles. 
52 (2), Ba Sardines in oil. 
ex 53 Natural butter. 
ex 64 Non-sparkling wines and vermouth. 
65 Champagne and other sparkling wines. 

98 (2) Olive oil, other than in can or barrel. 

117 *Soaps (perfumed and other}. 

118 *Perfumed oils, fats, and waxes, and pre. 
parations thereof. 

119 *Perfumed waters. 

222 *Tooth powders and washes, toilet powders, 
and other prepared perfumeries not other- 
wise provided for in the Japanese Tariff. 

301 (2), A (a) | Fabrics of pure wool weighing not more than 
100 grammes per square metre. 

533 *Binoculars and monoculars. 

563 Automobiles. 

564 Parts of wuutomobiles, excluding motive 
machinery. 


Knitting machines, weighing not more than 


600 (1) 
500 kilogs. each. 





| 

*The ‘‘Conventional”’ duties in respect of these goods are 

now applied in the form of specified percentages of the duty of 
100 per cent. ad valorem fixed by the Luxury Tariff Law. 

UNDER THE [TALO-JAPANESE TREATY. 





ee eee 











———— ee 


Tariff No. Articles. 


— —> 








ex 31 (2), (A-1) | Vegetables preserved in tins, including pre- 
| served tomatoes. 
ex 2 (B-1) Fruits preserved in tins. 
ex 2 (B-4a) Fresh lemons. 
48 Macaroni, vermicelli, and the like. 

ex 64 Marsala. 
ex 95 (1) Volatile oils of citrous fruits. 

ex 354 Felt hats, and blocked felt hat bodies. 

ex 357 Buttons (excluding buttons for cufts or 
shirts), of vegetable ivory, bone, or horn. 
ex 298 (9), (C-3) | Fabrics of cotton for umbrellas and satins, 
not figured, dyed, weighing more than 
10 kilogs., but not more than 20 kilogs. 
per 100 square metres, and having in a 
square of 5 mm. side in warp and weft 2s 
and over, but not more than 43 threads. 














THE NETHERLANDS. 
CUSTOMS TARIFF REVISION. 


With reference to previous notices which have been 
published in this ‘‘ Journal’ regarding the revision of the 
Netherlands Customs Tariff, it should be noted that the 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at The Hague re- 
ports the issue of a Royal Decree of the 26th May which 
provides that the new Tariff shall come into full operation 
on the Ist July. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 


A summary of the regulations regarding certificates of 
origin for goods imported into the Serb-Croat-Slovene 
Kingdom is given below. These regulations were con- 
tained in a Circular of the Ministry of Finance dated 18th 
July, 1922, particulars of which were given in the issues 
of this “Journal’’ for 27th July, 1922, and 12th October, 
1922, but they have been modified in various respects 
subsequently. 

1. Necessity for Certificates of Origin.—The ‘‘ Minimum ” 
rates of the Serb-Croat-Slovene Customs Tariff can only be 
applied to goods originating from countries which have 
concluded a treaty with the Kingdom, and a certificate of 
origin is necessary for imported goods in order to secure 
the application of the rates of the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff. 

Certificates of origin must indicate the origin of the 
goods, the number, form, distinguishing mark and 
number of the packages, and the gross or net weight of 
the goods. 

2. Issuing Authorilies—The Customs authorities will 
accept certificates issued by any of the following: 

(a) Chambers of Commerce competent for the place 
from which the goods are being sent or where 
they are produced. 

[Norr.—The ‘‘ place from which the goods are 
being sent’’ is interpreted as meaning the 
place of shipment in the country of origin. | 
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)) Chambers of Industry competent for the district 
_ Where the goods are produced; 

(¢) Commercial Associations carrying out the public 
business of Chambers of Commerce, in so far as 
their competence is recognised under (a): 

d) Foreign Customs Houses at which the goods have 
been submitted for export; 

(e) Court, police, or municipal authorities competent 
for the place where the goods are exported or 
where they are produced. (See note to (a) 
above. ) 

3. Certificates for Goods from Transit Ports.—Certificates 
of origin for goods in important ports in Treaty States, 
such as Marseilles, Havre, Antwerp, Hamburg, Trieste. 
Salonika, etc., which are passing in transit either 
(hrough transit Customs Houses or through public ware- 
houses or entrepdéts or through the free wharves of the 
harbours concerned, may be issued by 

a) Customs Houses of the port in question: 

b) Control boards of public warehouses or entrepdts 
at the ports; 

(c) Chambers of Commerce at the port, provided the 
certificates are countersigned by any of the 
authorities mentioned under (a), (b) and (da) of 
this section; rt: 

(d) The authorities of free harbours carrying out con- 
trol of traffic in goods in the free harbour. 

\s regards tea, coffee and _ rice, only certificates of 
origin issued in accordance with the provisions of para- 
graph 3 (b), (c) and (d) above, which contain a certification 
by the Consulate of the producing country that the goods 
are actually the product of the country which he repre- 
sents, will be accepted as valid. 

4. Alternative Documents.—The following documents 
will be accepted in lieu of certificates of origin : 

(a) The original export declaration forms of foreign 
Customs Houses at which the goods were sub 
mitted for export; 

(b) Invoices, showing the value of the goods, counter- 
signed by some authority competent to issue 
certificates of origin. The number, distin- 
guishing mark and gross weight of each pack- 
age, or all packages if they are of a homogeneous 
nature and bear the same or consecutive 
numbers, must be specified on the invoice. The 
origin of the goods must be indicated by the 
authority countersigning the invoice; 

{This document serves as evidence of price as 
well as of origin, and it is understood that 
even when a certificate of origin proper is pro- 
duced it is desirable also to have the invoice 
stamped by a Chamber of Commerce, etc., as 
evidence of price. |] 

(c) In the case of postal parcels the Customs declara- 
tion accompanying the postal despatch note or 
the despatch note countersigned by the postal 
authorities; 

(d) In the case of new articles up to 2,000 dinars in 

¢ value and owned by travellers, the Customs 
accept original luggage van receipts or copies 
thereof certified by the railway authorities or 
the agency of shipping companies; 

(e) In the case of goods entering sea ports in the 
Kingdom in other than steam vessels, shipping 
declarations certified by the foreign Customs 
House to which the ship reported prior to leav- 
ing the territorial waters of the country in ques- 
tion are accepted. The _ certification of the 
foreign Customs House must indicate whether 
it is stated in the declaration that the listed 
goods are produced in the State in which the 
certifying Customs House is or whether they are 
part of the free trade of the same State. 

5. Time of Presentation.—Certificates of origin should be 
presented together with the import declaration, but will be 
accepted if accompanied by an application after the declara- 
lion has been forwarded, until the particular goods have 
been examined. 

6. Period of Validity.—Certificates of origin shall be 
accepied as valid at Customs Houses in the Kingdom if they 
arrive in the Kingdom within four months of the date of 
issue in the case of European States and within six months 
in the case of other countries. 

7. Small Inaccuracies Ignored.—Certificates of origin 
which are not found to conform to the goods in some detail 
as regards form, distinguishing marks or numbers of the 
packages, or as regards gross weight, may be accepted if it 
is otherwise obvious that the certificate relates to the goods 
in question and that no doubt therefore exists as to the 


origin of the goods. 

8. Certificates for Goods from Salonika.—The Serb-Croat- 
Slovene Chamber of Commerce at Salonika may issue certi- 
ficates of origin for goods brought within its sphere of 
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activity, whether in free trade or in the warehouses and 
entrepdts of Salonika, and may also certify certificates issued 
for such goods by the Salonika Chamber of Commerce. 

9. Certificates of origin will not be accepted as valid unless 
they bear a statement of the owner of the goods or of the 
respective certificate in his own writing, certifying that 
accepting legal responsibility, he guarantees the authenti- 
city of the certificate of origin which he submits in the 
declaration as a proof that the goods originate in a country 
with which the Kingdom has concluded a Commercial 
Treaty. If the certificate is found not to be in order the 
Customs authorities shall take measures against the persons 
responsible, and, in addition, Customs dutv will be levied 
on the goods covered by the certificate at the maximum rate 
of duty. 

10. Language.—Translations of certificates are not 
required if they are made out in Russian, Czech, 
Roumanian, French, English, Italian or German. 


ROUMANIA. 





MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN EXPORT 
DUTIES. 
The Roumanian ‘ Monitor Oficial”’ of 3rd May contains 
a Decree of Ist May. effective as from 7th May, which fixes 
as follows the duties levied on the export of certain articles 
from Roumania :— 


Electric bulbs... sed waa ra 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Feathers and down ... “ai ..» 10,000 lei per wagon. — 
Ozokerite, crude (ceresine) ... 4 lei per kilog. 
Electric motors ning Ses — 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Beech-wood shavings (for making 

vinegar)... eos nee ame 10 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Strips of wood or branches for bind- 

ing sheaves ves on nies 10 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Frames for drying tiles _ 20 lei per 100 kilogs. 


Writing ink, copying ink, coloured 


inks, sealing wax, indiarubber ... 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 


Dentist’s materials (alloys of 

amalgam) ... ion ie ..- 600 lei per kilog. 
Melot (light fusible metal) ... oes 50 lei per kilog. 
Dental cement (‘‘ mastix’’)... dea 50 lei per kilog 


School requisites made of wood, 
such as rulers, etc. 


ee — lei per 100 kilogs. 
Asbestos, hemp, cotton, machine 


cr 


packing... “as ove ous 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Waste cuttings of fir wood and de- 
fective cut pieces ... * - 600 lei per wagon. 


Residues from the refining of petro- 
leum products with sulphuric acid 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Hemp and flax waste nes one 1] lei per kilog. 

A further Decree of 12th May, effective on the 20th May, 
fixes the export duties on the goods specified below as 
follows : 

Light oils, including Vulcan _ oil, 


unrefined... bap isn 1,000 lei per wagon. 
Heavy oils, unrefined wai ... 3,000 lei per wagon. 
Heavy oils, refined ... ve .-- 8,000 lei per wagon. 
Oak parquetry and frieze (ready for 

use) ... .-- 500 lei per cu. met. 


(The duties on light and heavy oils and oak parquetry and 
frieze are to be collected in high currency.) 


Eggs ... Aa oe ove saa 1 lei each. 
Note.—This tax on eggs is collected only during the period 
from Ist May to 30th September, and the rest of the year, 


i.e., from Ist October to 30th April, the tax is at the rate of 
3 lei each. 


Hay and lucerne we a ..- 2,000 lei per wagon. 
Fodder straw of all kinds ... ..» 1,000 lei per wagon. 


Oil of tar (creosote)... 1,000 lei per wagon. 


Buttons of metal or of * corozo”’ 


composition ve i ove 5 lei per kilog. 
Utensils of wood ' 5 lei per 100 kilogs. 
Articles of artificial silk i ona 1 lei per kilog. 
Special steels ... _ one ose 2 lei per kilog. 
Mercury sa nee ; , 30 lei per kilog. 
Zine, sulphurous ba sos ..» 500 lei per wagon. 
Carbide _ ae ~ “ee 5 lei per 100 kilogs, 


Nore.-—All the above goods are exempt from commission tax. 





SWITZERLAND. 





IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN GOODS 
WITHDRAWN. 


The “* Feuille Officielle Suisse du Commerce ’’ for 22nd May 
contains a Decision of the Federal Dept. of Public Economy, 
dated 20th May, and effective as from _ Ist June, 
which grants a general licence for the importation 
of the following goods into Switzerland over all 
frontiers The goods marked with an _ asterisk (*) 


(i.e., practically all the goods covered by the list), were 
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already permitted to be imported over the Franco-Swiss and 
Italo-Swiss frontiers under general licence :— 








No. in Swiss Artic 
Articles. 
Customs Tariff. 
*193, 194 | Shoes and slippers of natural brown or waxed 


ox or cow hide, skins of wild animals, or 
croute. 
Shoes and slippers of all kinds of tissues or 
of felt without leather soles. 
*251-2 Joiners’ wares finished. 
*256 a.b.c. Coopers’ wares. 
*257b aeCD ane 
258 i | Turners’ wares, other than rough reels. 
*265-—267 


*196, 197 





Joiners’ wares, furniture and parts thereof, 
upholstered. 

Frames for mirrors and pictures other than 
those prepared in white or other colour. 
Brushmakers’ wares falling under these 

Tariff Nos. 
*294 | Packing paper, not elsewhere mentioned in 
| the tariff, oiled or not. 
Paper and cardboard, printed or litho- 
graphed, bound or framed. 


*275-276 


*2846, 285a 





*313, 315 


*326—-327 Prints and engravings other than photo- 
graphs. 
*328-—329 Paintings. 
*331 Paper bags, cornets, and capsules. 


Cotton yarn waste (Schlauchcops). 
Unbleached cotton tissues for scouring 

cloths. 
*ex 378, ex 379 | Scouring cloths of cotton. 

*ex 530 Knitted chemises, with cloth front. 
*542 Silk hosiery and knitted wares, except 

gloves and stockings. 
\| Stockings, knitted wares and hosiery of wool, 
j except gloves. 
\| Garters, suspenders, and belts of elastic 
f tissues. 
Stonecutters’ and stone workers’ wares of 


*ex 347 
*ox 360 


*544 
545 
*ex 557b 
ex 558, ex 559 











*596b } 
598 ard stone, moulded, not ground; also 
with ornaments. 
600 Sculptors’ work, finished. 
*632b Discs, stones, slabs, etc., of emery and 
carborundum. 
*ex 641 (a) Asphalt board. 
*667 Dutch tiles of all kinds. 
*ex 694c | Mirror glass, not foliated, with worked 
702 ff edges. 
*696 Hollow glassware in coarse casing of wood, 
reed, or straw. 
*701 (a) Paintings on glass. 
*703- \| Mirror glass, foliated 
704b fj} _ ) 
*709 Steel scale and filings. 
*764 Wire cables and ropes 15 mm. or more in 
diameter. 
*770 Hinge pins. 
*780 Stove pipes. 
78la Klectric ranges and heating stoves. 
*783b Iron furniture, rough or primed. 
*785ab Wire tissue (gauze) and trellis work. 
*787b Iron sheets, perforated, rough, filed, 
smoothed, etc. 
*788a Springs for mattresses, of coppered iron. 
*789a Packing material, such as boxes and the like ; 
posters, signboards and other similar sheet 
iron articles, painted, varnished, bronzed 
or gilt. 
*792a Electric flatirons of hard (grey) cast iron. 
*824 Electric cables of all kinds and wire with core 


insulated with rubber, etc., not covered, 
without lead sheathing or iron armature ; 
insulated electric wires. 

*833—4 Wares of copper or copper alloys not else- 
where mentioned in the Tariff. 


*ex 893a Grain cleaning mills (Ronnlen). 
*ex 902 Clichés (manufactured in any manner). 
*ex 905 Horse-drawn vehicles and wheelbarrows. 


*912 Vehicles for the transport of persons or 
goods, without engine. 


ex 91l4a Chassis for motor vehicles, without body, not 
painted, weighing 1,500 to 1,700 kilogs. 

*928 Clocks for standing or hanging. 

*929 Alarums. 

*937 Astronomical, geodetical, and mathematical 
instruments and apparatus (precision 
instruments). 

*ex 947 Graphite marking thermometers and pyro- 
meters. 

*ex 948a Manometers, hydrometers and vacuum 
meters. 

*950 Accumulators and accumulator plates; ele- 
ments and batteries, mounted electrodes, 
combined with rubber or celluloid. 

*ex 9616 Wind instruments of sheet metal. 


*1148-1149 Electric incandescent iamps. 
*1161b Articles for dressing wounds other than bands. 
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SPAIN. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ’’ for 3lst May contains a Royal 
Order, dated 30th May, which fixes the rate of surcharge 
for the month of June in respect of import and export 
duties, Customs fines, etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or 
notes of the Bank of Spain at 32°61 per cent. 

{The surcharge for the month of May was 35°39 per cent. | 


—_—— -. 


TRIPOLITANIA AND CYRENAICA. 





DUTY-FREE IMPORT OF CERTAIN 
PETROLEUM. 

A Decree recently published in the “ Bollettino Ufficiale 
della Tripolitania ’’ authorises, for the remainder of the cur- 
rent vear, the duty-free importation of denatured petroleum 
for agricultural purposes, provided that importation is 
effected through the Custom Houses of Tripoli, Bengasi and 
Derna, and that the conditions laid down by the _ local 


Government are observed. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





INVESTIGATIONS UNDER ‘“* FLEXIBLE 
TARIFF’”’ PROVISIONS OF THE TARIFF 
ACT. 

Wiih reference to previous notices under the above head- 
ing, it should be noted that the United States Tariff Com- 
mission have ordered investigations (Nos. 42 and 43) of the 
differences in costs of production and of all other facts and 
conditions enumerated in Section 315 of the Tariff Act in 
respect of bentwood chairs (Tariff No. 410) and rag rugs 
(Tariff No. 1,022). 





VENEZUELA. 





CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


The Venezuelan ‘‘ Gaceta Oficial ’’ for 29th April contains 
two Decrees of the same date, one of which permits the 
duty-free import of tractors for agricultural purposes, and 
the other increases the duty on motor cars (other than goods 
vehicies and motor lorries) to 5 cts. per kilog., plus 1 per 
cent. ad valorem. Motor cars for carrying goods and motor 
lorries are to continue to pay the duty(5 cts, per kilog.) for- 
merly leviable on all cars. 





oo 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 





On Some Reptilian Bones from the EKocene of Sokoto, with 
‘wo plates and three text-figures. (Geological Survey of Nigeria, 
Occasional Paper No. 2.) By Francis, Baron Nopcesa (Foreign 
Corresp., Geol. Soc. and Zool. Soc., London). 

Mig of this publication can be obtained on application to 
the Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, 
S.W. 1, price 3s. net. 

Hong Kong Trade and Sh ipping Returns for 1924. 

Annual Report of the Mineral Production of Canada during 
the Calendar Year 1923. Published by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, Ottawa. 


The Anglo-American Year Book, 1925. 15s. net; 4 dollars. 
American Chamber of Commerce in London, Aldwych House, 
London, W.C. 2. 

_This useful Year Book is now in its thirteenth year of con- 

tinuous publication, and the issue for 1925 is the third to be 

published under the direction of the American Chamber of 

Commerce in London. 

The Directory of Directors for 1925. 46th yearly issue. 25s. 
“4  ioneen Skinner, 330, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 

The number of names in this edition of The Directory of 

Directors is upwards of 28,000, and the changes through death, 

retirement and other causes approach 4,000. This figure, 

however, dves not include the numerous cases where a director 

increases or reduces the number of his directorships. In 1871, 

when thisDirectory was first issued, there were 821 companies 

registered, with a capital of about £694 millions. In 1924 

(England and Scotland only) there were 8,647 companies regis- 

tered, with an approximate capitalisation of £126 millions. 
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GENERAL SECTION. 





" Commercial Returns. 
CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 


112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919. 








en Corn Returns in the week ended 30th May, 1925, pur- 
es suant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Licences or RicHr. 
Act, 1921 :— Nolice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 


or 
Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned patents were 


renner endorsed ‘* Licences of Right ’’ on the 26th May, 1925 :— 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. ee eee 


No. and Year) 


Average Price per ewt. 


——EE cr —————— 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
JEWELLERY AND ALLIED LINES.—A travelling repre- 


sentative with an established connection is shortly leaving for a 
season’s journey through British India, and is willing to under- 
take agencies for the above lines. (Reference No. 661. ) 


CAST IRON BATHS AND PERAMBULATORS.—A tvravel- 
ling representative, with a good connection throughout India and 
the Far East, is desirous of negotiating for British agencies for 
the above lines. (Reference No. 662.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

VARIOUS GOODS.—The Director-General, India Store De- 
partment, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8.E. 1, 
invites tenders for (1) outer covers, inner tubes and solid tyres 
for mechanical transport; (2) galvanised corrugated steel sheets, 
182 tons; and (3) Portland cement, British manufacture, 24,000 
casks. Tenders due on 12th June for No. 1, and on 19th June 
for Nos. 2 and 3. Tender forms obtainable from above. 


WHITE LEAD, ETC.—The Directors of the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway Company, Limited, 25, Buckingham 
Palace Road, London, S.W. 1, invite tenders for 23 tons white 
lead (dry) and 23 tons white lead (ground in oil). Tenders are 
due by 2 p.m. on 16th June, 1925. Tender forms can be ob- 
tained at the above address on payment of one guinea, which 
is not returnable. The directors do not bind themselves to 
accept the lowest or any tender. (See notice in Advertisement 
columns of this week's ** Journal.’’) 





a 


CANADA. 

CUTLERY, JEWELLERY, NOVELTIES, ETC.—A firm of 
wholesale manufacturing jewellers in Calgary, who already 
represent Canadian and American firms for French ivory, cut 
glass, diamonds, watches, etc., desire to secure the representa- 
tion for Alberta and Saskatchewan of British manufacturers of 
jewellery novelties, cutlery and small articles suitable ‘for 
gifts. They would prefer at first to act on a commission basis, 
but would also be prepared to consider agencies on a purchasing 


basis. (Reference No. 663.) 


MEN’S OUTFITTING GOODS.—A firm of manufacturer :s 
agents in Toronto, who claim to cover the whole of Canada and 
to represent European and American houses for various textile 
lines, desire to obtain agencies for men’s outfitting goods such 
as ties, gloves, vests, shirts, hosiery, etc. (Repetition of Refer 


ence No. 505.) (Reference No. 664.) 


BICYCLES.—A firm of wholesale hardware merchants in 
Victoria, B.C., desire quotations from British manufacturers of 
men’s, women’s and children’s bicycles, strongly built and 
moderate in price, for sale in British Columbia. Quotations 


should be f.o.b. English port. (Reference No. 665.) 
DRESS GOODS, FANCY GOODS, READY-MADES.—A 


manufacturers’ agent ia Montreal, who already represents 
British manufacturers of linoleum, carpets, madras and 
cretonnes, desires to secure the representation on a commission 
basis for Eastern Canada of British manufacturers of light 
dress goods, fancy gceds and _ ready-to-wear (men’s and 
women’s) for sale to the wholesale and large retail trade. 


(Repetition of Reference No. 506.) (Reference No. 666.) 


FOOD AND DRUG SPECIALITIES, NON-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES.—A firm at Niagara Falls, Ontario, manufactur- 
ing grape juice and wine, desire to secure the representation for 
the whole of Canada of British manufacturers of food and drug 
specialities and non-alcoholic beverages on a commission or pur- 
chase basis. ‘They already represent a British manufacturer of 
lime juice. (Reference No. 667.) 

SMALLWARES, SHOE MERCERIES.—A firm of manufac 
turers’ agents and commission merchants in Montreal, who 
already represent British manufacturers of linen thread and 
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needles. and two Canadian firms for knitted underwear, shirts 
and blouses, desire to secure the representation on a commission 
or consignment basis for the whole of Canada of British manu- 
facturers of shoe merceries and general smallwares for the jol- 
bing trade, and also for the wholesale dry goods trade—elastics, 
fabrics, braids, pins of all kinds, fasteners, cotton threads, long 
and short lengths, imitation silk and silk threads, combs, ete. 


(Reference No. 668.) 
COTTON LININGS, SATEENS.—A firm of manutacturers’ 


agents in Montreal, who alre sady seprecsiet British firms for laces. 
cotton shirtings, children’s clothing, etc., desire to secure the 
representation on a commission basis for Toronto, Montreal and 
Quebec of British manufacturers of cotton linings and sateens 
for sale to the wholesale and manufacturing trades. (Reference 


No. 669.) 


WOOLS AND YARNS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Toronto (also described as textile manufacturers, converters ani 
dyers), who already represent British manufacturers of cotton 
cloths and wool noils, desire to secure the representation on a 
commission or consignment basis for the whole of Canada of 
British manufacturers of wool, wool tops, and worsted, cotton, 
artificial silk and mohair yarns. (Repetition of Reference 


No. 507.) (Reference No. 670.) 


The following enquiries have been received at the office of 
the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, 73, Basinghal! 
Street, London, E.C. 2, where further information may te 
obtained :— 

REFRIGERATORS.—The Canadian manufacturers of a 
refrigerator are prepared to arrange for its sale in the United 
Kingdom by a firm possessing the necessary connection. 


CARAMEL.—A Montreal firm manufacturing caramel as 
used for colouring spirits are prepared to appoint agents for 
its distribution in the United Kingdom. 





CYPRUS. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE BETWEEN CYPRUS AND 
EGYPT.—Notice is hereby given, that the Government of 
Cyprus invites tenders for a mail steamship service between 
Cyprus and Egypt. All tenders must be lodged on or before 
lst day of September, 1925. The services required commence on 
Ist January, 1926, and the Government of Cyprus is prepared 
to enter into a contract for the continuance of such services for 
a period of not less than three years with the successful 
tenderer. The steamship carrying the mails must be a ship 
registered as a British ship and flying the British flag. All 
tenders should be sezled and addressed, as should be all other 
communications relative to this service, to the Colonial Secre- 
tary, Nicosia, Cyprus. The mail contractors will be required to 
bind themselves not to refuse any general cargo which may be 
offered for transport, provided the freightage is tendered and 
the necessary accommodation is available, nor to grant pre- 
ferential rates in respect of passengers or goods transported. 
The Government of Cyprus does not bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. Further particulars regarding this tender 
can be obtained by interested British firms on application to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, London, S.W. 1. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


ELECTRICAL GOODS, GLASSWARE, CROCKERY. 
FOOTWEAR, OUTFITTING GOODS, GROCERIES, ANI 
PROVISIONS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in South 
Africa, who already holds several British agencies, desires to 
secure the representation of British manufacturers of electrical! 
apparatus and appliances, glassware, crockery, groceries anid 
provisions, footwear, men’s outfitting, linen goods, linings for 
clothing, shirting, cottoa thread and underwear. (Reference 


No. 671.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE— Continued. 


EUROPE. 





DENMARK. 

SPONGE CLOTHS.—An agent in Copenhagen is desirous of 
securing the representation for Denmark of British manufac- 
turers of sponge cloths. (Repetition of Reference No. 466.) 
(Reference No. 672.) 

COLONIAL PRODUCE, OILS.—A commission agent in 
Copenhagen desires to be placed in touch with British exporters 
of colonial produce, oils and other raw materials for the mar- 
garine industry. (Partial repetition of Reference No. 514.) 
(Reference No. 673.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS AND FITTINGS AND WIRELESS 
APPARATUS.—A commission agent in Copenhagen desires to 
secure the representation for Denmark of British manufacturers 
of electrical goods and fittings and wireless apparatus. (Refer- 


ence No. 674.) | 


GERMANY. 


SUGAR.—An agent established in Bremen is desirous of 
securing the representation of British exporters of sugar. 


(Reference No. 675.) 


HUNGARY. 

PEDAL BICYCLES.—An agent at Soroksar, near Buda-Pest, 
desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, of 
British manufactures of racing and touring pedal bicycles. 
(Reterence No. 676.) 





ITALY. 

FINE COTTON TEX'TILES._-A commission agent of 
twenty-five years’ standing, resident in Milan, desires to secure 
the representation of British manufacturers of fine cotton tex- 
tiles, and especially of articles such as zephyrs, poplins, oxfords, 
etc., for sale to wholesalers and shirt makers. Correspondence 
in French, German and Italian. (Reference No. 677.) 


ELECTRICAL MACHINERY AND APPLIANCES OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION .—A firm in Naples desires to secure 
the representation of British manufacturers of electrical 
machinery and appliances, iron sheet, copper, aluminium and 
resistance wires, insulating materials, varnishes, ete. Corre- 
sponds in English. (Reference No. 678.) 


WOOLS AND NOILS (FOR FELT HATS).—A firm in 
Milan desires to secure the representation of a British wool 
exporter for the sale of wools and noils. Correspondence in 
English. (Repetition of Reference No. 553.) (Reference No. 


679. ) 


JUGO-SLAVIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

OIL.—The Directorate of State Railways of Jugo-Slavia ‘s 
inviting tenders to be presented in Belgrade by the 13th June 
tor the supply of oil, etc., as follows :—442,500 kilogs. of engine 
and wagon grease, for winter use; 378,500 kilogs. of engine 
and wagon grease, for summer use; 255,150 kilogs. of cylinder 
petroleum; 383,000 kilogs. of cylinder petroleum for super 
heated steam; 896,000 kilogs. of petroleum for driving Diese! 
motors; 155,850 kilogs. of petroleum for illuminating signals ; 
10,800 kilogs. of dynamo-petroleum ; 456,700 kilogs. of doubly 
refined petroleum, and 156,000 kilogs. of benzine. Further par- 
ticulars of the enquiry can be obtained by British firms 
interested tpon application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference 
No. B.X. 1828.) 


———— en 


NORWAY. 

SALT CAKE, ALUMINOFERRIC AND SULPHUR.—A 
frm of commission agents in Oslo desire to secure the represen- 
tation of British manufacturers of salt cake for the cellulose 
industry, aluminoferric for the paper-making industry and also 
exporters of sulphur. (Reference No. 680.) 

CHEMISTS’ AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES AND TEX- 
TILES.—A firm of commission agents in Oslo desires to secure 
the representation for Norway of British manufacturers oi 
proprietary articles for sale to chemists, druggists and colour 
merchants ; special pharmaceutical products for introduction to 
doctors and dentists, and also textiles such as serges, drills, 
gabardines, vicunas and cotton linings. (Reference No. 681.) 


_—— — 


PORTUGAL. 

GRAIN AND WHEAT AGENCY.—A British firm of ship- 
brokers and insurance agents in Lisbon of good standing wishes 
to obtain the representation of a London shipper of grain and 
Wheat. (Reference No. 682.) 

PIECE-GOODS, HANDKERCHIEFS.—A commission ageat 
at Oporto is desirous of obtaining the representation of British 
nhianufacturers of merinos, zephyrs, velours, plushes, astrakans, 
etc., and handkerchiefs. (Repetition of Reference No. 490.) 
(Reference No. 683.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





SWEDEN. 


GROCERIES.—A firm of commission agents in Stockholm ts 
desirous of securing the agency for Sweden of a British expor- 
ter of groceries—tea, coffee, biscuits, etc. (Repetition of Refer 
ence No. 527.) (Reference No. 684.) 

COTTON HANDKERCHIEFS.—A firm of commission agents 
in Stockholm desires to obtain the representation for Sweden of 
a British manufacturer of cotton handkerchiefs. (Reference 
No. 685.) 

CHEMICALS FOR THE PAPER TRADE.—A_ commission 
agent in Gothenburg desires to obtain the representation of 
British exporters of chemicals and raw materials used in paper 
and pulp mills. (Reference No. 686.) 


NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 

TEXTILES, ETC.—A commission agent established in Cairo 
is desirous of obtaining agencies of British manufacturers of the 
following goods :—Plain and fancy worsted suitings; (medium 
and cheap grades) serges; woollen hosiery and underwear ; linen 
goods, poplin shirtings, tailor’s linings, linoleum, carpets and 
hedsteads. (Reference No. 687.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

TWILLETTE.—The War Department of the Egyptian 
Government is calling for tenders for Twillette, 56 ins. /58 ins., 
1,500 yards. ‘Tender forms, patterns, etc., to be obtained from 
the Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian Government, Queen Anne's 
Chambers, London, S.W. 1. ‘Tenders due on 7th July, 1925. 
Prices to hold for fourteen days. (Reference No, Muh. 
1925/33/13.) (See notice in Advertisement columns of this week’ s 
** Journal.,’’) 

NEW WATERWORKS.—The Commercial Secretary at 
Cairo reports that the Ministry of the Interior, Egypt, are call- 
ing for tenders to be presented by 2nd July for a contract for 
new waterworks at Fikria., British firms in a position to supply 
sritish materials can obtain further particulars on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 2081.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





LADIES’ READY-TO-WEAR CLOTHING.—A manufac- 
turers’ agent in San Francisco is desirous of obtaining the 
representation of British manufacturers of ladies’ ready-to-wear 
clothing, laces and nets. He would be prepared to act on a 
commission basis or subject to arrangement. (Reference No. 688.) 

TRAVELLING REQUISITES AND FANCY LEATHER 
(;OODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Los Angeles desires to 
obtain the representation of British manufacturers for California 
and Oregon of saddlery, travelling requisites for men, also bill 
folds, purses, leather belts, etc. He would be prepared to pay 
cash against documents. (Reference No. 689.) 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS.—The Commercial Secretary at 
suenos Aires reports that the Department of Sanitary Works 
of the Nation are calling for tenders for the supply of two sets 
of centrifugal pumps, driven by internal-combustion engines, 
for the water supply of Rio Gallegos (Santa Cruz). Tenders 
are to be presented in Buenos Aires by 25rd July, 1925. In 
this instance the Commercial Secretary has not forwarded a copy 
of the specification and conditions for tender, the cost of which 
is understood to be 10 dollars, as the particulars may already 
have been obtained by the local agents of British firms likely 
to tender. If, however, British firms desirous of examining the 
specification, etc., will so advise the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, without delay, 
the Commercial Secretary will be requested by telegraph to pur- 
chase and send to the Department the necessary documents, the 
expense incurred to be shared equally by the applicants. (Refer- 


ence No. A. 2073.) 


CHILE. 


LUBRICATING OILS.—A commission agent of Valparaiso, 
Chile. is desirous of securing the representation of a British 
firm exporting lubricating oils, including cylinder, machine and 
automobile oils. (Reference No. 690.) 

MANCHESTER GOODS AND HAT-MAKING MATE- 
RIALS.—A firm of commission agents in Santiago is desirous o! 
securing the representation of British firms dealing in Manches- 
ter goods, and in hatters’ fur, felt hoods and straw plaits for 
manufactured hats. (Reference No. 691.) 
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E. SPEnsER Grey, C. B. (Controller and Sduiataeniet). 





MERCANTILE Marine.—3, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith 


Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 8740. 
C. Hipwood, C.B. (Principal Assistant Secretary). 

Director of Sea Transport and Assistant Secretary.— 
A. E. Favutxnsr, ©.B., C.B.E. 

Assistant Secretary.— 
G. E. BaKxer, C.B.E. 

Accountant-General, Shipping Liqutdatton Department.— 
S. H. G. Hvuauns, C.B.E. 

Registrar-General of Shepping and Seamen.— 
Tower Hill, E. 1. (Tel. No. Central 74.) 
J. B. Harrgotp, 0.B.E. (Registrar-General). 

Consultative Branch (Survey).—68, Victoria Street, 
S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 2558.) 

Princepal Examiner of Masters and Mates.—68, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 3507.) 

Chief Examiner of Engineers.—68, Victoria Street, 
S.W.1. (Tel. No. Victoria 2558.) 


—— George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victorias 
E. R. Eddison, C.M.G. (Comptroller). 
Cempany Winding-up.—3s, Carey Street, W.C. 2. 
H. E. Buraegss, C.B.E. (Senior Official Receiver). | 
et .—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Tel. No. Victoria 
H. F. Carlill (Inspector-General). 
High Court.—Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, 
W.C. 2. (fel. No. Holborn 6700.) Hon. W. J. H. 
Boytz (Senior Official Receiver). 
1 .—Great George Street, S8.W. 1. 
J.J. Wills (Director). 
Soxiciror.—-Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
3840. ) 
T. J. Barnes, C.B.E. (Solicitor). 


—o George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 


H. Mead Taylor, C.B. (Assistant Secretary for Finance). 
EsTABLISHMENT.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. Neo. 
Victoria 3840.) 
S. W. Clark (Principal Establishment Officer). 
‘‘ BoaRp or TRADE JouRNAL.’’—Great George Street, 6.W 1! 
(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 
Harcourt Kitchin (Editor). 


(Tel. No. Victoris 


{Tel. No. Victoris 


TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS: 


Russiun Claims Department.—Cornwall House, Stamford Street, 
S.E. 1. (Tel. Ko. Hop. 5820.) 
E. el, Grey, 0.B. (Controller and Administrator). 
Reparation Claims.—Great George Street, 8.W. 1. (Tel. No. 
Victoria 3840.) 








